* 


IN THE _ 15 


HO LT SCRIPTURES, 


7.4 ＋ 
X 


* 5 5 2 The Father, - 


Ever-Bleiſed GOD Ye Son, 


The Holy Me 


ACCORDING TO 
RBEVELATTO 


And to be experienc di in the Hearts of Al 


e Believ en 


* 


_By 7. BYFIELD, M. D. 


— 7 bro Him we "bave Acc 


eſs by One Spirit unto 'o the 
Father, Eph. ii. 18 2 : 


Honda ig done to the Eburch, when Perſons among the 
Leu undertale zhe publick Defence Doctrine. 


„ ec Addrefing: 


5% — 
9 - 


LONDON: = 


Printed for J. RopERTs in muruiti - Laue. 
59 N. 500. XXI. 


4 ' 
w 


* 
— LL * * 


” * " 


* frees 
a 
A 


5 i 


* 
—— 


* 
5 


bl 


+ 


o 
* 
7 
: 


INTRODUCTION. 


I is of great Concern to have a right 
Knowledge of Divine Truth, in or- 
dere to the right Underſtanding of 
ER the Chriſtian Religion; — It being 
mn Light and Life in the Soul; where- 
by it ſenfibly converſes with the Divine Life 
in the Word. I grant, that the Curiaſity of 
buſy Minds may be dazzled now and then, by 
Pryu'g into the Animated Goſpel ;3 tho? not 
enlightened thereby into the ſaving Know- 
edge of the Deity : So that, while they ſeem 
inwardly to converſe with Chrift, in the Divine 
Love; they do but Amorouſly Court their own 
Ideas. 


Here I Appeal to Spiritual Men, whether a 
ſubtil Diſcerning is not requiſite to find out the 
Creatures Ideas, which are apt to mingle them- 
ſelves with theſe that are divinely beſtowed? 
Therefore, 'tis only ſafe to be Taught by God 
Himſelf: Since Divine Knowledge is to be un- 
derſtood, rather by a ſpiritual Senſation, than : 


by Human Learning. wed 
: A'S þ I think, 


N 


I think, Purity of Heart and Life are the 
beft Grounds and Preparations for the Enters 
tainment of Truth: Therefore ſincere and ſo- 
ber Chriſtians are beſt qualify d for the Per- 
ception of Divine Things; inaſmuch as. the 
Knowledge of God, which is the Principal 
Thing in Religion, requires that we axe in the 
Light, as He is in the Light: For we can 
know God only, but by his own Light ſhinin 
in Chriſt from the Top of Mount Sion into 
honeſt Hearts. | 7 


And this Knowledge differs from, and ex- 
cels all other, tho' but in its Infancy, While 
we are in this World: Becauſe it makes a Wiſe 
and a Good Man. The Fear of the Lord is the 
Beginning of Wiſdom. What T am about to 
_ fay in this, and the two following Lectures, 

ſhall be my Prolegomenon, or Preface, to that 
I purpoſe to Diſcourſe upon, from the Heads of 
Divinity. 


Cod created Man in his own Image, Gen. i. 
The entire Image of God, thro' the whole 
Creation, is Man, what is it which hath been? 
Tis that, which is nam'd already, that it is 
Man, Eccleſ. vi. 10. This viſible World is 
the Seminary, for Bodies. ——For who know- 
eth what is good for Man in this Life, all the 
Days of his vain Life, which he ſpendeth as a 
Shadow ? V. 12. *Tis the Image of God 
which makes a Man: ——and 'tis the Know- 
ledge of God, which makes this Image: Col. 
ili. 10. Renewed in Knowledge, after the Image 
of bim who created him So that the Image - 
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the Creator in the Creatures is the N 
os lie Gees. & Yue? 


Therefore as 4 i Spirivayl Man FP PS fol 
lowing Diſcourſes: Then, as fuch, give your 
Jadgment: hut remember, that I ruth 
is not ſpoken at once; nor any T 


ed at che firſt fight: For we are calightned 
gradually by Beam after Beam. 


4 Souls haverheir ſeveral Oths and Splieres 
E Spitital Light and Life: So that the leer 
Gral can by no means contain the Greater. 1 


EY + 


The firſt Beam of Go pel Light cannot dif 
cover the Truth; Therefore don't go-about to 
Examine and Judge of Things, which bel 
to a „ Glory above, in t > Father 8 oute 
| aghmmenng Light, here below, inthe 

Houſe of -Grace. Let every Chriſtian fay of 
his preſent State and Meaſure, This is my Man- 
on; Here my God 18 pleas'd to meet me. 
Here Fe Diſpenſeth Himſelf to me; Here 

e will I wait, until I am called up 
_— And if Another comes and 

Things aboye my preſent Underſtanding and 
Experience, — I will Judge no Man's r 
and Liberty in the Lord. 


| Inftead then of Judging and Cenſuring what 
you neither Know, nor Peel, be faithful to 
' that you _— know, and Anfwer your pre- 

ſent Light, with a ſuirable Life: So you may 
grow up into the rich Diſcoyeries of Truth and 
Me. 


If 
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If you have received from the Holy Goſpel 
of Chriſt, any one Ray, any one Glimpſe of Spi- 
ritual Light into your Soul, watch it, cheriſh 
it, walk according to the Direction of the 
Divine Iuſtinct in it; and it may quickly break 
out into a glorious Day in your Spirit. For, 
the Path of the Fuſt is as the ſhining Light, that 
Hineth more and more unto the perfect Day. 


The innumerable Rates of Divine Light ſcat- 
ter'd up and down in the Goſpel of out Savi- 
viour are diſpers'd: among all the Children of 
Light; that tis impoſſible for any one Here to 


attain to a full View of the whole Face of Truth, 


which is great and glorious —as God. The 
whole State of things throughout the Chriſtian 
part of the World is a ſufficient Proof of this, 
at Preſent. . But He, who is really ſanctified 
thro' the Truth, finds his Soul purified by the 
Spirit in Obeying it: That his very Heart 
ſhines forth in his Life, and makes it evident 
he knows it, as it is in Jeſus, from that ſecret, 
trans forming Power which frames and faſhions: 
the whole Man into one beautiful and bleſſed 
Image of Chriſt. | 


Walk worthy: of Jeſus Chriſt, who is: God 
in thee, and you are the Temple: Beware then, 
of Defiling, or Idolizing this Temple. 
Holy Things only are to be brought into it. 
The Temple is to be Lov'd and Honour'd, for 
the God that dwells in it Pollute not then 
thy Soul or Body, with any thing that is un- 


| clean. 


Love not, Value not thy Being any farther 
| than 


JF 
than as the Divine Being is manifeſted in it, 
and fills it. The Glory of God of Old, fill'd the 
Temple as a Smoke. In the New Teſtament Diſ- 

nſation of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chri 
ct the Divine Preſence of Chriſt, by his Spi- 
rit in your Hearts, be as a Cloud of Smoke 
. darkning all other Appearances; But a 
Comfortable Light cheriſhing the Heat of a 
Divine Life and Love. | 


Now, let your renewed Spirit enter into this 
your own'Temple of Soul and Body as a Prieſt 
in Purity, Spirituality, and with a hol 
Reverence, and ſacred Awe : —— Here let al 
your Senſes, and inferior Faculties, be , 
tually offered up, as a Sacrifice to the Life of 
Chriſt: And let your Aﬀections and ſweet De- 

lights be as the Perfames of Intenſe, always al- 
| ute de, | — 
cending in the Noſtrils of your Saviour. 


Oh! that I may, while in this Earthly- Building, 
as in a Temple, always receive the Illuminations 
and Breathings of the Bleſſed Spirit, and the 

Breakings forth of Chriſt in the Secret of my 
Soul: And that I may, in this mortal Frame, 
while it ſhall ſtand, ſtill behold farther Diſco- 
veries of my God in his holy Place within me; 

never to go forth more into any Power 
of my Soul, or Part of my Body, as into a 
Common, or Profane Thing: According to 
the Grace. of God, which is given unto me : 
For other Foundation can no Man lay, than 
that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. — I 
pray God keep me from mingling the things 
of this World with the Knowledge of Chrill, 
left J ſhould ſuffer Loſs, and the ſweet * 


All of God will depart. God is Love. 
Our God is the Living r 


own Fountain; its own Im 
within that Fountain; its o — — and Fel. 


, 2 — and eternal Delightsin an cncleß 
| Of ping of multiply'd Images. 


preſſions by Words borrowed from Men, 
1s Ong in "the Holy Scriptures as Three 
Perſons —— living, intellectual Bein The 
Ever - Bleſſed Three in the Divine Effence and 
Nature are called Perſons; Becauſe Every One 
is a Compleat Intellectual Subſtance, having its 
Subſiſtence entire in it ſelf. Every One of the 
Sacred Three is compleatly God, and hath the 
Root of the Divine Eſſence, —— and the 
rations of the Divine Eſſence perfect in it ſelf 
ne. Yet Every One of the Three Perſons 
th the other Two in himſelf, with an — 


| Independence. 


Diſtinction, the more perfect is the Unity; and 
the higher the Activity, the more exalted are 
the Joys of the Divine Life. 


The Three Perſons i in the Godhead are the 
Fatber, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 


The firft Perſon is called the Father, becauſe 
He is of himſelf alone, and begetteth the Son. 
The Father is the Supreme Unity, the Godhead 
in its Fountain. __ 

e 


of the Croſs ſhould be taken from me, graben N 


Ee in all the Fruits of Liſe, Which are 


3 e 77 0 far above all Conceptions, 


This may he conceived, that the higher the 


. 
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for unleſs Chri 
made partakers of the Divine Nature, we 
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The ſecumd Perſon is the Son, — Et is 
begotten of the Father. The Son is the 
expreſs Image of the Father, i up out of 


the Father, and abiding in the Father. 
The Generation of the Son is Eternal. ever 
perfect ever in At— never to come — ne- 
ver paſt, who ſhall. declare his Generation? 
La. liti, To know Experimentally the Love C 
God. is to be fill'd 9 all * 


The third Perſon i is ald the Holy Che or 
Spirit z-— Becauſe the other Two, as it were, 
breath themſelves each into other, and ſo he- 
come One in a myſtical Union with this Ha- 
_ Perſon, . is alſo called Love. 


But 1 ſhall out of the Holy Sctiptures di- 
ſtinctly ſhew the Bleſſed Work of the Father, 
Son, — Holy Ghoft— and begin with the Spi- 
rit and his ſaving Work on the Souls of Men; 

Ede Formed in em, and Foe 


ſeek the Living among the Dead. 


- Before I enter upon this ſolemn Work—— 
without any laborious Connection of things, 1 
hope to entertain you ſpiritually and for your 
Benefit. For l can lodge ſome ſpiritual 
Topicks in your Head or Heart, I fear I ſhall 
be RT of what I aim at by this Ex- 
ere 


B God, 


} 
| 
| 
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© God, Bleſſed for Ever, made all things by 
his Nord. in the Perſon of the Son, the Ee 
ſential Image of the Godhead. The Almighty 
brought forth a dependent Image in Man, the 
chief of his Works, made in the Similitude 
of the Divine Image. This Idea correſpon- 


ding to the Eſſential Idea was ſet as a Seal up- 
on the Human Nature, and conſiſted in Righte- 
ouſneſs and Blefſedneſs. 25 che 


Righteouſneſs in Man ab origine was a Con- 
formity to the Divine Nature. For one 
Divine Life moy'd and ſhin'd thro'“ all the 
Powers and Faculties of his Soul, with an in- 
expreſſible Love, Beauty and Harmony. 


His Bleſſedneſs was a conſtant Communion 
with God— in Himſelf : From this Divine 
Life and Love, all his noble Powers were con- 
tinually awaken'd with freſh Joys— for living 
Springs were Opened beneath, while the di- 
vine Influences were diſtilling, and the Glory 


ſhining from the Face of God. 


And when and where this Divine Similitude 
is reſtored, then and there will be alſo the Di- 
vine Preſence with Vital, healing Beams that 
ſhall penetrate and attract the Soul into the 
Love of God. jeſus Chriſt, God the Son 
Bleſſed for ever— the only begotten of the 
Father, is now God and Man in one Eternal 
Perſon, that He might be a Mediator between 
both, and make both One in Himſelf, 


This 


14 


made himſelf under the Law 


( 


This Glorious Perſon took Fleſh, that He. 
might ſuffer for Man, in Man; and be the Re- 
88 of Mankind in the New Creation 
of God. | n 


Jeſus Chriſt made himſelf Man for Us. 
Suffer'd , 
Died, and Rais'd himſelf from the Dead for 
Us.—— He is Aſcended to the Right-hand of 
the .Father, and hath taken to Hicaſelf all 
Power, Glory and Majeſty and made him- 
ſelf a continual Interceſſor and All for Us. 


Now we are made Partakers of Chriſt, by 
the Preſence, Inhabitation and Operation of 
his Spirit in Us. For the Holy Ghoſt 
makes Us one Spirit with Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
We may have one Life with Him, an hidden 
Life (while in the Fleſh) deriv'd from him, as 
a Vital Principle, a Quickening Spirit in us.— 
And the principal Act of this Life from Chriſt 
w Us, is Faith in Power receiving Chriſt and 
adhering to him, by Virtue of the Life com- 
municated. 


The outgoing Acts of a Living Faith carry 
the Soul beyond it ſelf, and every created 
thing, that it may be Rooted in Jelus Chriſt, 
and Reſted in the Divine Love: When the 
Bleſſed Soul is thus Repos d,. "Tis perpe- 
tually ſucking in, —_— and aſſimilating to 
it ſelf Virtue and Fulneſs from Chriſt. 


B 2 Now 


his Righteouſneſs, which qualifies for eternal Life. 


N 


En 
Now you perceive the Goſpel Diſpenſation 
is a Quickening Spirit able to beget a Form 
of Divine Life, with internal Manifeſtations up- 
on the Souls of Men, ſufficient to reſtore them to 
the Favour of God, and to make 'em partakers of 


This ſeems to expreſs the ju/# State of thoſe 


who are Renewed by the Spirit of God, and 


are made partakers of the Divine Seed, proper 
to the new Covenant, which produceth Life 


' whereloever it comes: For it is called the Law 
of the Spirit of Life, which is able to Deſtr 


the Power of Sin, and to introduce ſuch a Spi- 
ritual and Heavenly Frame of Soul, as will 
enable to expreſs a chearful conſtant Compli- 
ance with the Requirements of the Goſpel, 
and to Demonſtrate a true heavenly Con- 
verſation, and God-like Life in this preſent 
World. ji 

By this, We may fee, that it is God's im- 
printing his Mind and Will upon Men's Hearts; 
which is properly call'd the Teaching of the 
Spirit ; For then They become Living Laws 


written in the Living Tables of Men's Hearts, 


Now fitted to receive and retain the divine 
Impreſſions, and to Enjoy the Viſitations of 
Diving Love. | 


All that, which is without a Man's Soul is 
calld the Miniftration of he Letter, and of 
Death. But the Goſpel (becauſe of its In- 
rinſical and Vital Adminiſtration) is call'd the 
Miniſtration of the $pirir, and of Righteonſneſs 
CER Saint 
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Saint Paul means ſomething more than the 
Believing the Hiſtorical Narration of the Free 
Love of God in the admirable Contrivances, 
for the Redemption of Mankind, made known 
by the Goſpel-diſpenſation, wherein we. 
for Pardon of. Sins, and Juſtification z —— 
Surely he includes with theſe, an Inward Spi- 
rit of Love, Power, and of a Sound Mind, (as 
He expreſſeth it 2 Tim. i. 7.) becauſe it always 
maintains a true Command over the inward 
Man, which it both informs and acts; fo 


that Sin ſhall not have Dominion over Us, 
Rom. v1. | 86 


Saint Paul every where magnifies this Dit. 
penſation of the Free Mercy and Grace of 


God in Chriſt, and undervalues all the Jewiſh 


Privileges, and his own Blameleſſneſs in 
all points touching the Law. and counts them 
all but Loſs for the Excellency of the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus. Meaning to ſhew how 
poor and worthleſs all Outward Obſervances 
are in Compariſon of a true internal Confor- 
mity to Chriſt in the Renovation of tha Mind 
and Soul according to his Image and Likeneſs. 


What a Bleſſing is this Univerſal Reflawa- 
tive! which has power to eradicate all inward 


Sin and Corruption, and to heal all the Mala» 


dics of a decayed Nature. 


Chriſt Appearing in the Minds of Men, by 
the mighty Power of his Divine Spirit derives 
2 true participation of himſelf to them. 

oy Chriff 


' 
| ( ) 


- Chrift and Moſes are oppos'd by St. Paul, 
as Chrift is the Diſpenſer of Grace and Truth, 
of Life and Subſtance : —— Whereas Moſes 
was but the Miniſter of the Law,— of Rites 
and Shadows. p 


Behold with Admiration the Miſdom of the 
divine Deſign, how Adorable in its rich and 
glorious Depths! 


Deeply Retire into your ſelf, there labour 
to be the moſt abſtracted from all outward 
things that the Love of God (who 1s 


all Love in the Beloved Soul,) may flow in 


upon youz—— Then that ſtrong Sympathy be- 
tween Chriſt and the inward Nature will be 
. manifeſted in a raviſhing Harmony, heighten'd 


to an exceſs of Sweerneſs, and Triumphant 
Joys— 


How Delightfully may One be loſt, when 
fll'd with the Spirit of Light and Love? 
Bur here you fault know, that the Blefſed Spi- 
Tit of Grace reduces all the Faculties of the 
Soul into a perfect Subjection to himſelf, be- 
fore He reveals Chriſt in it, and this Bliſs- 
ful Union and Conjunction of the Soul with 
God.—— Now all the Motions in the Mind of 
a Chriſtian are Heroic, Free and Generous. 


There is no where ſo much of an enlarged 
and raiſed Spirit, as in thoſe, who are belt ac- 
quainted with the Power of God-likeneſs. 

or the true Chriſtian, when this World is 


moſt 


an” 
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moſt Tempeſtuoug about him, can ride ſafely 
at Anchor within the Haven of his own Se- 
rene Mind, and perpetually enjoy a clear Hea- 
ven over him:—— He can look about him, 
and with an indifferency behold the World ei- 
ther to ſmile or frown upon him; and all the 
while diſdain the Gallantry, which the braveſt 
Spirits of the World boaſt of, obſerving how 
it extends it ſelf only to ſome Particularities, 
and outward Circumſtances. WE <0 


Then let me Adviſe you, not to look for 
your Religion in a Pomp and Glory without, 
in your Senſes:—— For Our Lord Jeſus faith, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is within you 
And this is the Will of God, and Our Father, 
who hath called Us into the Grace of Chriſt, 
(Gal. i.) where we know and feel that true 
Religion indeed is no Art, but an inward Na- 


ture, that contains all the Laws and Meaſures 


of its Life and Actions within it ſelf: So that a 
good Man finds not his Religion without him; 


but, as a living Principle within him, attract- 


ing all his Faculties and Paſſions, with a mighty 
endeavour to unite themſelves more and more in 


the neareſt intimacy with it, as with their pro- 
per Perfection. 


Hence reſults that Amiableneſs in Chriſtia- 
nity, that ſtrong Sympathy between the Soul 
and it. that it needs no Teſtimonials or 
Commendarions along with it. 1 
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Lecture I. 
HE Love of God ſhed 2 in m 
1 Heart raiſes ſtrong Deſires, with Pas. 
ons of Love, to my Fellow Chriſtians; Beſides 
the great Command of Chriſtian Religion, is 
Love one another. + | 3 | 


The Goſpel diſcovers ſuch a Neighbourhood, 
or Nearneſs between Men, as makes every o- 
ther Man, as my ſelf to my ſelf. —— This 
Myſtery St. Paul calls Fellowſhip in the Spirit, 
Eph. iii. So that Men at the greateſt Di- 
ſtance, and Enmity, by Fellowſhip in the Gof+ 
pel are united in one Eternal Life, Love and 
Sep.. $7: ect 


For the Children of God are nearer and dearer 
to each other, than the deareſt Pairs of Friends 
or Spouſes ; —o We are Members one of ano- 
ther, Eph. iv. 25. bn, 


When the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, and 
this Union, which hath its Root and Seat in 
God are Underſtood and Believed ; Then all 
the Diſguiſes are taken off, which made us un- 
known each to other, while we liv'd as Out- 
ward Men. Now we wp to Diſcover 

Life and Joys, 


Can 


Eternal Kindred and Affinity o 
and mutual Love. 


— 8 . 
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On now any One Afflict; Hate, and Kill - 
Another? — When We have All one Lyfe, one 

Heaven rather let us Love after the Exam- 
ple of our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter. b 


The Lord Jeſus by his Croſs, hath reconciled 
2 and Gentiles, Eph. ii.— The moſt in 
zondage to, external Forms —— and the moſt 
at Liberty from them. — What do you mean 
then by Preſbyterian and Independent, &? 
Let us all meet in Chriſt in being Chriſti- 
ans, and ſo agree; putting off all Names and 
Forms of Differences, to put on this of Unity. 


Have a Care of the worldly Spirit, which 

makes prey of Souls: Contemn the World ; — 
| For Farthh Deſires divide, and draw down the 

Soul into Pollurions and Paſſions. If you 
love Money, Senſual Pleaſures and Honours, 
theſe will breed Covetonſneſs, and this will beget 
Envyings, Hatred, Strife. 


" ” _ 


But the Deſire of Heavenly — 
purifies, pacifies and ſweetens the Soul. A 
calm Spirit cannot put forth it ſelf in diſorderly 
Motions, all its Exertions outward will have 
little Images of its inward Peace and Reſt ſtampt 
upon 'em. | | 


Some Heathen Poets have fancied that a vaſt 
Giant lies buried alive under Ætna, and that, 
when He moves himſelf, He ſhakes the Moun- 
tain with thoſe horrid Confuſions, which ſend 
forth Smoak and Flames mingled with Stones, 
Sc. and theſe are — the Countries __ 

2 — tho 


618) 
— tho' this be a Fable: — yet we may aſ- 
ſure our ſelves, that a wicked Soul is firſt ſha- 
ken and inflam'd below —— within it ſelf, by 
ſome monſtrous Evil-Spirit, which lies hid, be- 
fore it hurl about its furious and outragious Paſ- 


ſions and Impieties, c. —— But T'll turn to 
the Bible. 


I pray, what was the ſo great Profaneneſs in 
Eſau ( Heb. xii: 16.) which is thus ſet forth by 
the Holy Ghoſt, as a Warning for all Chriſtians 
in all Ages to take heed of? Look to the 
Story and you'll fee, Eſau came hungry and 
faint from Hunting; He defir'd a Meſs of Ja- 
cob's Pottage 3 lays Jacob, ſell me then thy 
Birth- right We may ſuppoſe Eſau reaſon'd 
after this manner; What 1s this Birth- right? 
A Kingdom of God in the Spirit, an Inheri- 
tance to come, that never paſſeth away. — 
Theſe are fine airy Notions: But I muſt 
have that which is ſolid and ſubſtantial to ſuſ- 
tain this Body of mine: Can theſe fine Notions 
feed me now, when Tam hungry? And if I die, 
where is this Birth- right then? will it make me 
live again? Give me then the Pottage, and 
let Thoſe take the Birth- right that can feed up- 
on it. — This is that, for which God hath 
thus branded Eſau thro? all Generations. 


Seeing what Temptation Spirits are expos'd 
to, by Union with the Body, (leſt thro' its earth- 
ly Inclination it ſnould infect the Intellect) keep 
it under the Severities of Mortiſication; — That 
the Soul may not dare to hearken to the Allure- 
ments of the Senſes, which love to tempt 


(Eve- like) with the Preſents of Mortality 
| - As 


[4 8 3 
T J 44ch) 4 > ** 
As thoſe, which are pleaſing to the Eye, and 
good for Food. on EE es, 
Take heed, that you do mo cher Openly, 
or ſecretly in your Heart, profanely Blaſpheme 
the Spirit, the Birth-right of a Saint. 


x 


Conſider St. Paul, our great Apoſtle, where 
He teſtifieth 2 Cor, that He was, as. baving 
nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things, Nothing 
outwardly. according to the Fleſh :; But in ac- 
tual Poſl: ſſion of all things inwardly, in the 

Spirit. | | 


| 
c 


Hear this Scripture, All you to whom no- 
thing ſeems Real, but that which is Senſual and 
Earthly : *Tis in Pal. Ixxiii. ow are they 
brought utterly into deſolation, as in a moment? 
They are utterly conſum'd with thy terrours. As 
a Dream when one awaketh, ſo, O Lord, when 
thou awakeſt, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their Image. 


Whoſoever then, (without any Regard to (elf, 
or Worldly Reſpects) ſhall ſurrender All for the 
Love of the Goſpel: This Man ſhall inherit Ever- 
laſting Life. — For whereſoever Our Bleſſed 
Lord finds any Stamps and Impreſſions of real 
Goodneſs, He Approves and likes them very 
well; As knowing them to be, what they in- 
deed are, nothing Leſs, than his own Imageand 
Superſcription: — and where-ever He ſees his 
own Image ſhining in the Souls of Men, and a 
ra of Life to that Eternal Idea of Good- 
neſs, which is Himſelf; — He loves it, and takes 
a Complacency init. Andas his own unbound- 
ed Being and Goodneſs is the — Object 
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his immenſe Love: So alſo every ſoul that 17 
takes of Him, partakes proportionably of his 


Love; - and all Imitations of Him, and Parti- 
| Cipations of his Love and Goodneſs, arg perpe- 
- tually adequate and Commenſurate the one to 


the other. 


* . 


For, by hom much che more wer one reſem- 
bles Chriſt, by ſo much the more he becomes ac- 
ptable to God. —— And the Bleſſed Spirit 


4 


who Reveals Chriſt, will inhabit that Sou and 


while revealing make a new Creature, by inſi- 
nuating a Vital Form —— cauſing a divine Life; 
whence proceeds a Principle of Righteouſheſs 
and Holineſs with living and Taſting Im- 
preſſions on the Spirit of the New Creature. 


£ 
1 


For the Goſpel is ſet forth with a mighty 

flowing of Life and Spirit, freely iſſuing from 

an Omnipotent Source of Grace and Love —— 

enlivening and transforming the Souls of Men 

into its own Beauty and Goodneſs until We 
erceive that God comes to Dwell in Us, and 
We in Him. 5 


This is our gracious High-Calling of the 
Divine Goodneſs and Bounty, — as the only 
Fountain of all Righteouſneſs and Happineſs. 


All other Notions aim at the Advancement 
of the decayed and perverted Powers of Na- 
ture, which are become weak and wicked by 
the Fall; Therefore by ſtrong Fancies to 
aim at the Sublimation of mere natural Princi- 
ples are as erroneous as dangerous, and altoge- 
ther out of the way of that Divine Light, Which 

1 | - ſhines 
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ſhines upon the Path of the Juſt, leading to 
Eternal Life aboye. Where then is boaſting? 


The main end, which St. Pau] every Where 
aims at, mh eſfablith the Foundation of E _ 
teouſneſs and Happineſs upon the Free Mercy 
and Grace of Goda As you wy 8 large 
in the five firſt Chapters of his Epi g to the 
Romans. —— there, and all along his Epiſtles 
you'll perceive him adyancing Faith in Chriſt, 
and the Wort of the Spirit, as the great Dęſign 
of the Golpel-adminiſtration. __ 2 L 


Here we may ſee, how impoſſible it is foi 
mere natural Men (by any Works Wich A 
can do) to ſatisfy God's Juice for thoſe Sins, 
which they have committed againſt Him: Thus 
we are ſhut up to Chriſ, and brought under 
the York and Law of the Bleſſed Spirit, that we 
may be made New Creatures in Chriſt, then ſhall 
we Obey, and truly comply with his Divine Will, 
through the Strength of his Divine Aſſiſtanee. 


Let this Mundane Life and Spirit, which acts 
ſo ſtrongly in this Lower World be Crucified: 
For you know the Soul muſt be wholly diffoly'd 
from this Earthly Body; therefore Now by an 
holy Abſtraction, from all theſe ſorry things 
Withdraw and Retire into a divine Solitude, — 
that your ſoul may hear the firſt Call from God, 
and be able to Reſign up all Intereſt here below, 
to follow and obey his Pleaſure without any 
Reluctancy. | 


You know, Our Bleſſed Saviour requires ſuch 
Mortification in all the Candidates of true Ble/+ 
ſedneſs. . DO. You 


(#2) 


You know too, that Low Ends debaſe a Man's 
Spirit; — But the higheſt and laſt End raiſes, 
ennobles, and enlarges it; — ſo that it lives 
in the Fulneſs of Him, that is All in All. | 


Now to conclude this Lecture. — when 
Pure, living Religion begins Once to dawn up- 
on Men's ſouls, and with its ſhining Light to 
chaſe away their black Night of Ignorance : — 
Then They behold themſelves and all things elſe 

Enlightened. And thenall the Powers of 


their Souls fall down before God, and aſcribeall 
Glory to Him. 


LECTURE II. 


| PS Elevations of the Mind in Divine 
Contemplations make it Fruitful in Peace 
and Joys: Peace and Plenty go together; De- 
fictency looks like the Horns of a Quarter-Moon. 
But where the Spirit is fill'd, it looks like a per- 
fect Circle, returning into it ſelf, by joining its 
beginning to its end in a peaceful cloſe; where 
no inbred Contrarieties, nor foreign Contradicti- 
ons are found. 1 


In whomfoever the Divine Peace dwells, it 
doth Knit and Unite the Powers of that Soul to 
Chriſt, where it finds the Treaſures of Life: For 
it pleaſed the Father that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell 
in him. Col. i. 19. 20. | 1 

c 
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He chat enters into Chriſt, enters into Ref 3 
He abides no more in an Earthly Principle; — 
But paſſeth into a Divine — according to which, 


He works; yet the Workings of this Prin- 


ciple are not Labour and Toil, —— Burt a plea- 
fant, active Reſt, fill'd with Joy and ſweet De- 
light. 


With what gentle and powerful Language 
doth Our Bleſſed Saviour remove all Care from 
his Diſciples, and calms their Spirits? 77 believe 
in God, believe alſo in Me. In my Father's 


Houſe are many Manſions. —— 1 go to prepare a 
Place for ou. 


Learned Men; All determin, that the 
firſt Univerſal Cauſe is more inward with each 


particular effected Being, than that is inward 
with it ſelf. In the Regeneration, We find 
Our Lord is the deareſt part of our ſelves, —— 
as He is the Beginning, the Firſt Cauſe : 
Can we then find Reſt, hh we are divided 


from Him? We are only then entire, when we 
are united to him, Our Heal; then are We in 
a peaceful Union with our ſelves, and Compleat 
in Him, as we are re- united to our Original. 


No Spirit can have any true Peace, till it be 
brought back to God through Jeſus Chriſt, by 
the Spirit of Grace and Love, — ho in the 
Generation of a New Creature makes a beauti- 
ful [mpreſſon of Divine Love, which is the ſe- 
cret Seed hid in the New Nature, as a radicat- 
ed Principle of Motion and Activity, fruitful 
in Rational Deſires and Divine Affections. — 


filling 


(a) 5 
filling it with Groans after the Liberty of the 
Son of God, Rom. vili. AE v4 


*  Fxery ſpiritual Man, or Wine Cheiſtian hit 
briſt; For | 


in his Soul a living-Idea of 
Chriſt is Formed in him, thro” Faith. 


 Whilft in theſe Divine Exercifes 
o fixed Contemplation, and in profound Silence, 
Rein =— What is this Nolle ? — bl 

—="Tis our Saviour knocking at the Door, 


Aſcend 


—= Open quickly to his Spiritual Appearance; 
Or He will bow the Heavens and break it open, 
and come in upon Us with a Confuſion 6 
Glory. Did not our Hearts burn with a Di- 
vine Fire? O! turn away for ever the Eye of 
Senſe from beholding Vanity, that you, may 
ehjoy the Flaming forth of your Sou thro” the 
bh Eje of Faith in your Underſtanding. — 
e Watchfül, that this F/aive feed not it ſelf 
on Fancy, or with Earthly Fuel, for that will 
impure it, make it dim, faint, and dying; — 
Quench Alt falſe Flames with your Tears. 
The Perſon of Our Saviour is the Eternal 
Treaſury, in which our Life and Love, Peace 
and Happineſs is laid up. Fe 


Take Heed then of diſpleaſing Jeſus Chriſt, 
if you defire now to Poſſeſs the Divine Peace 
and Love of God in your Souls: For All 
Depends on Him. 


Take Heed of Idolatry, which in the Stile 
of the Seripture is Spiritual Adultery. Rom. vii. 
We are married to Feſus Chriſt, that we may 
FEY bring 


| { ( OL 5 5 | 
bring forth fruit to God. Take Herd (I fay) 
of having any other Hufband of your Spirit, of 
ſubmitting your Eſteem or AﬀeRtions to any 
thing, to ny 5778 in i gt . 
Jeſus Chri 5 


Suffer not your Laderſtandings to grow Big 
and Fruitful in Religious Opinions z nor your 
Willis to be exalted in a Religious out ward Obe- 
dience and e e t 


| For there is a Sorter and Finer 1dotury + ; 
Images without and within Us. — LN 
as well as dead Idols. | 


Kiſs the Son, ef be be ans, A Kis Was 
the Sign of Obedience and Love A Kiſs 
ſignified a drawing forth Life from the Breath 
of another, together with the reigning up of 


our Spirit to live in another. 


If your Souls then give this Kiſs to any Ap- 
Fa of Chriſt, which is not Chriſt. — 

ou make that A 3 an Idol, and com- 
mit Adultery wit If you draw Spiri- 
tual Life to your — from the Lips of any 
other, and Reſign your Soul to a Dependence 
upon any other, t tha an the proper Hufband of 
Souls, Jeſus Chrift, you — him Angry. 


Judg. v. 8. They choſe new Gods—— in the 


Old 2 In the New Teſtament, new 
en 


Chrift himſelf ſays, my Sheep know my Voice, 
and a bean they will not hear. 70h. x. 4, 7.— 
D Chriſt's 


( 26) 

Chriſt's Voice diſtinguiſheth it ſelf from all 
others, to thoſe that are his- Suſpend, and 
wait till Jeſus Chriſt (peaks diſtinctly in 2 
tis He.— 80 He ſpoke to his Diſciples, Mat. 
xiv. 27. Be of good cheer, it is J. 


Ido not mean any thing againſt out ward Form 
in Religion, or an outward Reformation On- 
ly give and take this Caution; That we reſiſt 
not the Spirit in the Goſpel But Pray for the 
Diſcovery of Jeſus Chriſt, as the way of Peace 
and Prince of Life. For where Chriſt is 
pleas d to Appear, in a ſingle Heart, or in a 

ingdom; There He gives Peace, Reſt and 
Glory to that Heart, or Nation. | 


Chbriſt hath Conquer'd the World: Al- 
tho' the Prince of Darkneſs hath got Poſſeſſion 
of the Principles of Nature; by which he con- 

veys himſelf into Us, and makes us (as it were) 

his own, by darkening the pure Light: 

So that in of bright Images, the World is 

fill'd with Idols; and caught into Rebellion. 


But the Divine Light, which ſhone at the 
Beginning of the Creation, and made Beauti- 
ful Repreſentations of God, the All- wiſe Crea- 
tor, breaks forth again in Our Lord, the true 
Light, the Eternal Image, and diſpels the 
Darkneſs with the Death, out of the Nature 
of Things, ſpoiling Principalities and Powers: 
Sampſon like, laying hold on the Pillars, pulls 
down the Houſe upon the Philiſtines and Him- 
ſelf: This is a fair Type of our dying Saviour. 


Chriſt by his Appearance hath aboliſht Death, 
5 bringing 


* 


6 
Com 
bringing Life and Immortality to Light. 2 Tim. 


1. 10. 


The Devil now hath nothing of his own in 
illuminated Souls to comply with him: Let us 
then take heed to walk in the Light; For if we 
walk in Darkneſs, he will gather the dark part 
of the World about us, and come upon us arm'd 
with the black Powers of Terror. 


I know 'tis uſual to complain of the Frailty 
of Fleſh ; yet Fleſh is not Sin, tho? it be the 
Ground, Seat and Occaſion of Sin; while we 


dwell in this World, —as now it is ſince the 
Fall. 


But the bringing down of a Divine Life to 
dwcll in Fleſh, conquers the World : This hea- 
venly Principle is as Fire ſecretly convey'd into 
the dark Matter, where it raiſeth Conteſts, till 
it hath conſum'd the Darkneſs; then it breaks 
forth in its own pure Form of Light. 


The Will of God in its proper and Eternal 
State, is Love. This Love meeting with a 
yielding Subject, works down Fleih and Blood 
into Shames and Pains ;——Bur ſtays not there, 
fave to work it out of all, and bring it up into 


the pureſt Shape of its own Love, with Joy, 
and ſweet Delight. 


When Chriſt was Riſen, he was ſtill Fleſh and 
Bones: But twas Fleſh ſubdued and height'ned 
to a Divine Principle: So that, when He pleaſed, 
he could retreat into an inward Glory, and be- 

| D 2 come 
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come inviſible; And when He pleas'd, cou'd 


come forth again, and live as Men on Earth. 


Thus the Heavenly Glory from the Perſon 


of Chriſt breaks forth upon the Spirit of a Saint 


in the Fleſh, and gives it a Seat in it ſelf of the 


Divine Glory. 


St. Jobn the Baptiſt. perſuades Men to Re» 


nt, becauſe the Kingdom of God is at hand. 
And the Ax is laid to the Root of the Tree. 


If you wou'd know what the Kingdom of 


Heaven is, ſee Mark viii. 38. where Qur Savi- 


our ſpeaks of the Coming of the Son of Man 
in the Glory of his Father, with all the hol 
Angels. Then fee Mark ix. 1. He calls this 


the Kingdom of God, ſtill ſpeaking of the ſame. 


thing then preſently follows the Transfigu= 
ration, whereby is repreſented the Heavenly A 
pearance of Jeſus Chriſt in the Glory of his Fa- 
ther, as a great King, with his numerous and 
lorious Attendants. This Chriſt, within 
whoſe Perſon the Kingdom of God lies, is diſ- 


covering himſelf: For He hath Conquer'd that 


of the World, which alone hinders his Appear- 
ance. - 


Repent then, of the Love of this World, 
and m_w Unbelief : Repent, of your Senſual 
SatisfaCtions, and the Love of Money. Repent, 
that your Life hath been an irreligious Sacrifice 
to your Luſts,——and one intire Act of Re- 
bellion againit your Saviour this is He, of 
whom you read, He that ſpall come, will come. 


+ Kepent, 
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Repent, —— for the Ax is laid to the Root of 
the Tree. Suppoſe this Tree to be the outward 
Frame of this World. —— And the Word, the 
immortal Word,. the Eternal Life, as a two- 
edged Sword; and this two-edged Sword here 
call'd the Ax. For when Chriſt came in the 
Fleſh, the Principles of Eternal Life broke forth 
upon the Principles of this World And at 


his Death cut thro? em: So that ever ſincè the 
World hath been falling. "yall ut 


Now, whoſoever have built their Nefts in the 
high Boughs of this Tree, and laid their Hearts 
with all their Treaſures there. Let em ſpee- 
dily Repent, come down-——and lay Them- 
ſelves, and All in the Duſt. — How Dreadful 
elſe will their Downfal be, when the World 
and They ſhall be overthrown together. 


Return into the Divine Principle, which is 
Chriſt in you; ſo ſhall you feel the Attractive 
Power of his Love; — and a Power of Life 
deriv'd, ſending you forth anew, in your own 


proper Shape, to dwell in the Feruſalem above, 
Frhich is the Mother of us All. | 


We read, Heb. ii. that the Work of Chrift 
was to bring many Sons to Glory, Theſe Sons are 
ſent forth into this dark World in Fleſh and 
Blood, where the Devil hath ſpread a ſecret 
Poiſon of Sin, which ſurprizeth us with the 
Fear of Death, and if we are Catcht nibbling 
at this venenum Serpentis, we are made Priſon- 
ers of Death a 


But 


. 
** 
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But now, Jeſus Chriſt hath overcome all 
theſe Ein, Devil, Death, Fear, Fleſh and 
Blood. — — , , 


He came to Deſtroy the Plot and Works of 
the Devil. a | 


This World, as it is now, is corrupted, and 
is become a flat dying Thing: Our Saviour 
by his Croſs kills it outright ;—And hath bath- 
ed the Creatures in his own Blood—and theirs ;— 
Breaking all in Pieces to new-caſt them in Him- 
ſelf : Thus He brings many Sons to Glory. 


Jeſus Chriſt, the Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, Ile became Obedient to Death, Philip. 
1.8, Here you have the Combat and the Con- 


queſt ;— the End follows, Therefore God hath 
exalted him. 


From the Divine Power in the Exaltation of 
Cbriſt, every outward Form, in which every 
One puts forth and declares it ſelf, bows and 
yields it ſelf a Captive to Chriſt, ——Refigns 
its whole Being to have its Appearance only in 
his bright Beams, that it may enjoy the hap- 
Py Reftauration of the Creature. Here Al 
own him, as their Light, Life, Strength. 
their _ That God may be all in all, 1 Cor. 
xv. 28. | 


The Lord Feſus contains in himſelf, the Prin- 
ciples of Time and Eternity; of this World, and 
that which is to come. When He died in 
his Fleſhly Part, and Roſe again in a Spiritual 
To Glory: 


(3) 
Glory: Then were Time and Eternity recon- 
ciled in Him. 


When his Earthl Man was Crucify'd, chen 
was the whole World crucify' d: And this Vic- 
tory extends it ſelf to every Chriſtian. St. Pau 
expreſſeth it in his Perſon, Gal. vi. 14. By whom, 
1 b which (Chriſt or Croſs) I am crucified. to 
he Ira, as and the World to me. In like man- 
= Every fincere Chriſtian hath in his Soul a 
living Idea of Chrift, and a Spiritual Landſkip 
of Mount Calvary ——Chrift is Formed in him, 
thro Faith, So is the Croſs, on which a Chriſ- 
tian's Self in his worldly part, and the World | 
faſten'd to. it are Crucify'd together. 


Chriſt had a Name 5 goon Him above every 
Name, Philip. ii. 9. What Name is this, above 
the Name of Every Creature? What. But 
the Name of the Creator. There you have 
Man in the Form of Cod. In this wonderful 
Perſon Extremes meet, are 1 and en- 
folded One in Another. 


| Our 13 hath in himſelf both Fulncſſcs,— 
of the Divine and Human Nature, It pleaſed 
the Father, that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell in bim, 
Col. i. 19. Here lies the way, by which God 
comes forth in Man, to-Man: The Deſcent of 


God to Man, precedes the Aſcent of Man to 
God, Eph. iv. 9, 10. 


In Chriſt is the way, by which Man returns 
into God. Chriſt draws Men into himſelf, and 
gives them a new Being from himſelf, that they 
may know his Love, and be filled with _ 

e . 
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Fulneſs of God: This Love is a mutual 


Union. | 


- Chriſt having made himſelf the Center and# 
Circle of created and uncreated Fulnefs,—by 
Love attracts the Spirit of Man into himſelf; 
and by Love gives forth himſelf to live in Man 
Thus Man is fill'd with all the Fulneſs of God, 
by the Manifeſtation of his Saviours Love : 
And the receiving of this Love into Our Hearts, 
is a very high and ſtrong Act of Faith. Being 
juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God thro 
our: Lord Feſus Chrift, Rom. v.1.——If in Chriſt, 
we ſhall poſſeſs and enjoy all manner of Peace 
in our Souls; — Thoughts and Deſires, 
Sc. God knows the thoughts of Man, that 
they are Vain, ſaith the Pſalmiſt xciv. 11.—— 
A Hundred Images of various uncertain Objects 
are ever {tarting up in the Imagination, which 
fight and claſh, and fade away; becauſe they 
are falle Appearances :—— Pur if we Believe in 
Feſus Chriſt, He will bring forth into our Minds 
ſubſtantial, real Ideas from their Eternal Birth- 
place, and heighten 'em up, till they become 
full Images of the glorious Things unſcen: Now, 
in the multitude of our Thoughts within us, 
we enjoy a fixed and delightful Peace. 


All our warm Deſires are here appeas'd and 
fatisfied, from having immortal Secds ſown in 
the Divine Nature we now poſſeſs; theſe _ 
root in our Hearts grow up to all that, whic 

the Divine Nature can raife em to; But 
when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall pleaſe to break forth, 
and ſhine upon our Heart He'll ſoon ripen 


all our Deſires to Perfection. Delight thy ſelf 
| a7 
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in the Lord, and He ſhall give thee thy heart's deſire. 
As to our Bodies what Infirmities, Sick- 
neſſes and Pains are we liable to; from the jar- 
rings of the Elements, which Compoſe and 
nouriſh em: And when Phyſicians can find no 
Remedy Chriſt can Pacify all: For all Power. 
is given to him in Heaven and Earth; in Soul 
and Body.——He can calm the Winds and Hu- 
mours in our little World; As He did the 
Winds and Seas in the great World. 


Thrice happy is that Man, that Believes in 
Jeſus Chriſt. ——-Bleſfed is He. in une 
he hath Peace with God, who is every Where; 
Bur preſent with him, by his Love Who, 

but He that feels, can tell the Nearneſs there 
is between a loving Chriſtian and his Dear Sa- 
viour? —— A Heart and a Thought have not 
ſuch an intimacy : For Divine Wiſdom can 
Eſpouſe Joys to your ſolitary Soul; — And 
this Wiſdom is your Jeſus. ad 


Let then your Faith and Hope be as unlimit- - 
ed as their Ground and Object, Feſus Chriſt, 
who is the\//3/dom, the Power of God. 


F you Deſire to Know the Only 
Tue God, the Living God, and 
eius Chriſt whom He hath ſent, 
Lou muſt continually Pray for the 
Holy Spirit, and permit your ſelf 
1 intirely to his Teachings and Go- 
vernment, thereby to have your Spirit and ways 
fram'd and Directed according to his Revela- 
tion, contained in The New Teftament of Our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift. n 


This is my firſt General Direction. 


My next is, to Read the Holy Scriptures ex- 
act and true, as to the Letter. Then Read 
them diligently with ee. Underſtanding, lift- 
ing up your Soul in Prayer to the Bleſſed Spi- 
rit, for his Help and Aſſiſtance, that in your 
cloſe Attention you may perceive your whole 
Soul diſpos'd to Reverence and Embrace the Sa- 
lutary Truths of the Goſpel. If you are 
come ſo far, then whereſoever God ſpeaks in 
his Word, you'll feel the Spirit at work in your 
Heart by fi and {till Motions, making you 
ready to hear and obey, exciting alſo an En ea- 


vour 
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vour to Copy forth ſuch Leſſons, as Chrif ſhall 
ſet you, ſeriouſly conſidering, how that you 
came into this World f God's Appointment, 
not to do your own Will, but the Vl of Him 
that {ent you. I 


By this' ſhort Introduction, you may diſcern 
for your ſelf, what Spirit is your Influencer. 
For my preſent undertaking is, by ſearching the 
Scriptures, to know, ho the Spirit is and 
I find He is called the Spirit of God, and the 
Spirit of Chriſt, and the Spirit of Him that 
raiſed up. Jeſus from the Dead: and the Spi- 
rit that ſhall Quicken our Mortal Bodies. Rom. 
vüi. St. Paul diſtinguiſheth his Spirit from: 
Our Spirits in bearing Witneſs, . 11, 16.—— 
Now that we may know, who the Holy Ghoſt, 
or Holy Spirit is, (which is all one in ſenſe) 
Note, He is God, true and very God, equal in 
Power and Glory with the Father and the Son, 
the ſame God in Eſſence, tho” a diſtinct Perſon 
in the God- head, and the third Perſon, for there 
are three, (1 Job. v. 7.) and theſe Three are 
One. 


The Father is not the Son, nor the Holy 
Ghoſt; The Son is not the Father, nor the 
Holy Ghoſt; The Holy Ghoſt is not the 
Father, nor the Son: They are Three, Vet 
theſe three are One God, not three Gods 
One God in Eſſence; the God-head of the Fa- 
aber, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, is but 
One. | 


Spirit here is taken Perſonally, and not Eſſen- 
tially; As when it is ſaid, God is a Spirit 
E 2 And 
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And theſe Three are One in baking Mawes ; 
One God in bearing Record, yet Three that 
bear Record ;——Three Perſons and One God. 


And that He is God is manifeſt z-————The Lord 
is that Spirit, or that Spirit is the Lord. 2 Cor. 
iii. 17, 18, We are Transformed into the Image 
of Chriſt by beholding inthe Glaſs of the Gol- 

el——the Glory of God 3 And this Tranſ- 
| AP kg; wrought even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord on ſuch, in whom the Spirit of the Lord 
is plainly ſeen : An Expreſſion like that con- 
cerning Chriſt Feſus, We ſaw his Glory, the 
Glory as of the Only- begotten of the Father: 
As is not of ſimilitude, or likeneſs, for no like 
is the ſame; but as of Specification of the ve- 
ry things, as the Glory, that is, no other or leſs 
t 


an the very Glory of the Only-begottcn of the 
Father. a | 


80 likewiſe here, as by the Spirit of the Lord, 


| that is, by no other Worker, and by no leſs, 


than by the very Spirit of the Lord; it may 
allo be Read, as by the Lord the Spirit, V. 17. 


To tempt the Spirit, is to tempt God: As 
we find in the Hiſtory of Ananias and Sapphira, 


Acts v. 3, 4 The Lord Jehovah ſpake by the 


Prophet //a:ah, and Saint Paul ſaith, the Holy 
Choſt ſpake thoſe fame Words by 1/aiah, Iſa. vi. 
with Acts xxviii. 257. The Name Jehovah: is 
the Name of the true God only, and this his 
Name which is his alone, He will neyer 

ive to another, here it is the Name of the 


Holy Ghoſt : Jehovah is the Holy Ghoſt, who 
ſpake by the Prophets, and who is, as the 1 
' . | h 8 ws | * reed 
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Creed profeſſeth, The Lord and Giver of Life. 


The Properties alſo of the God-head are given 
to the Holy Ghoſt; as Eternity, who is.call'd the 
Eternal Spirit. Heb. 1x. 14. Omnipreſence, or to 
be preſent in all Places at once; as David ſang, 
Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit? Omnipo- 
tence, to be Almighty; and. this, the Works of 
the Spirit do manifeſt: He doth the Works of 
God,——the Works, which only God can do; 
the Spirit garniſned the Heavens, and made 
Man, as Elihu ſaid, The Spirit of God hath 
made me, and the Breath of the Almighty hath 
given me Life. The Inſpiration of the Al- 
mighty giveth Men Underſtanding. Vid. Fob. 


- Theſe Works declare the Deity of the Holy 
Ghoſt : —— And They declare it (above the 
force and reach of all the Cavils of Sophiſtical 
Ignorants) to the ſtrong Conſolation of All Be- 
lievers : For He Applies with ſaving Efficacy 


the Love of the Father, and the Grace of the 
Son. 


The Work of the Spirit is alſo to Unite 
Chriſtians in ſuch manner, that They are all one 
Body: This is called, the Fellowſhip of the Spi- 
rit ;—— Union with Chriſt and with Chriſti- 
ans is the glorious wark ofthe Spirit, the ground 


of Communion, {ſweet Sympathy, and tellow- 
memberſhip. 


Divine Honour is alſo given to Him : As to 
be Baptized into his Name, to Pray and Bleſs 
from Him, to call upon Him. 'The Apoſtle 
Prayeth thus, The Lord direct your hearts = 
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the Love. of God, and into the patient waiting for 
Chriſt. Here are Three diſtin&t Perſons, God 
to be Beloved, ——Chrift to be waited for, with 
Patience, and the Lord to whom the Prayer is 
made, that Ae would direct the hearts of Be- 
lievers into that Love and Patient waiting. 


Now this Lord is the-Lord the Spirit, who 
directs the hearts of thoſe whom He ſanctifieth 
and enableth to Believe. 


Againſt the Holy Ghoſt Sin may be commits» 
ted, and to great heighth, en may com- 
mit ſuch Sin againſt Him, as may become un- 
E —ghecauſe they wilfully and ma» 
iciouſly oppoſe and deſpight Him in the mani- 
feſtations of his Preſence, and gracious work- 
ings in the Goſpel Vie is the Spirit of the 
Fatber and of the Son; the Spirit of God, and 
the Spirit of Chriſt. He proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son, John xv. 26. He is ſent 
forth of the Father, as He is the Spirit of his 
Son, into the Hearts of thoſe who are privi- 

eg'd with the Adoption of Children. Gal. iv. G. 


God, the Father ſendeth Him, as He is the 
Comforter, and the Son Jeſus Chriſt ſend» 
eth Him; therefore He is another, (Jobn xv. 26.) 


4 diſtinct Perſon, — another Comforter, Job. 
XIV. 16. | 


The Lord Jeſus, the Bridegroom, He is 
One' Comforter, the holy Spirit in the Bride- 
groom and the Bride is another Comforter 
He is the Spirit, who knows and Searches all 
Hearts. And the moſt hidden Counſels and 


4. ; Secrets 
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Secrets of the Father and the Son. This is 
2, who Opens Goſpel Myſteries, and the 
ecrets of Bo/om-love, which no Angels of Light 
CK" or Ste.» ho SRL ES 22 . oY 5 
can pry into :-—— This is He, who works pow- 
. . erfully in Us, that we may partake of the 
great Salvation of God.=——f7e' the Spirit of 
Grace, He is very God, 8 
When God becomes ſo great in our Eyes, and 
all created things fo little, that we reckon no- 
thing worthy of our aim and ambition ; —— 
But a ferious Participation of the Divine Na- 
ture, and the Exerciſe of the Graces of the Ho- 
ly Spirit When a Soul beholding the Infi- 
nite Love and Goodneſs of God, and all created 
things manrled over with darkneſs, is raviſht/in- 
to Love and Admiration of that never-ſettin 
brightneſs, and endeavours after the greatel 
reſcmblance in Love, Goodneſs and Juſtice—m— 
Then it may be faid to glorify him indeed. 


When we love to Converſe with Him, by a 
ſecret feeling of the Virtue, ſweetneſs and pow- 
er of his Goodneſs, until we are Affimilated——— 
Then we declare plainly that we count nothing 
better than Himſelf. For all the while we are 
working out our own Salyation, we are ſeeking 
too the Glory of God, which Triumphs moſt,— 
and diſcovers it ſelf moſt effectually in the Sal- 
vation of our Souls. That here needs no 
nice and ſubtil diſtinction from the Learned. 


— 
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C HAP. II. 
Hope in God, that all along this diffi- 
cult Exerciſe, I ſhall be enabled to keep 
in Memory at leaſt, my Title; I mean, 
the Experimental Knowledge of the 
Eyer-blefſed God, as Reveal'd in the Holy Scrip< 
tures, that I need not go from Them to any Phi- 
loſophers, or Greek Fathers to find the Almigbiy 
He, that made Our Souls in his own Image and 
Likeneſs, and ho can eaſily find a way into 
them; by enlightening the Faculty to behold- 
its Object. | wo bo rg 


The Word that God ſpeaks having taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Soul, Imprints it ſelt there, that 
it becomes acquainted with the Truths of Re- 
velation, and finds it felf happy, while under 
Divine Exerciſes over all its Powers and Facul- 
ties, ——rendring them as like to Chriſt, as may 


conſiſt with their proper Capacities. 


W hat God doth is done indeed, and done for 
Ever. If He work, who ſhall let? If He is 
pleas'd 1 to his glorious Power) to in- b 
ſinuate an increaſing Knowledge of the Myſte- 
it | ry, Which hath been hid from Ages and Gene- 
rations, —— Who ſhall darken this Ligbt 
His work is perfect; nothing can be put to it, 
nor taken from it: Upon this Word, God, we 
muſt put Our Accent for it is written with 

| Emphaſis. 
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Emphaſis.—Obſerve, how the Apoſtle faſtens 
Us upon this Thought, —it is GOD that 
juſtifieth :—Ponder, and Dwell here awhile !— 
"What matter of due and exalted Conſideration 
is there, in this word, GOD, it carrieth the 
bent of Our Minds to the true God, Jebovab, 
the One only God, whoſe Name alone is 7e- 
hovah ;—»—the Force of which Name is thus 
deliver'd in the New Teſtament, which was, 
and is, and is to come; Rev. iv. 8——Who is, 
an that I am : Exod. iii. 14.—— ho hath 
his Being of Himſelf, and giveth being to 
all Things: ho alſo gives being to all his 
Words, which He ſpeaketh, and to his graci- 
ous Promiſes in their Seaſon, ſo that no tittle 
of them {hall fall to the ground; — This Je- 
hovah,. He is the God; The Lord, Hi 
is the God. 1 Kings xviii. 39. 


All other, whom Men call God, are not God 
by Nature,. They are either Creatures, 
or the Inventions of their own Brains or 
the work of their own. Hands; They are 
1dols, and an Idol is nothing in the World, it 
hath no Deity, therefore as ſuch, it hath no be- 
ing at all, and ſo can do neither Good nor E- 
vil, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 7. Ver. But to Us, there is 
but One God, the Father, of whom are all things, 
and We in bim; and One Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whom are all things, and We by bim. Howhbeit 
there is not in every Man that Knowledge—— 


God Jehovah, He who is, and none beſides 
Him, ——He gives this Saviour — Jeſus Chriſt, 
and They, who are Chriſt's, are taken into the 
Coyenatit of Salvation, yu ſo can never PO 4 
Wann 8 FP 0 
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To God then, as clothed with all his Attri- 
butes,—with all his Eſential Glory——in this 

reat Salvation, thro' Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt— 
| look upon his Almightineſs,— He cometh forth, 
and faith to his poor Creature, whom He cal- 
leth, tho? a great Sinner. I am God Almighty, 
to me nothing is difficult, nothing Impoſſible ;— 
If you have Me —— Thou haſt enough, thou 
haſt All Thou need'ſt not go to any Other, 
nor be to ſeek, or at a loſs for any thing — in 
any eſtate. | 


Look upon his Inſiniteneſi, the Alpha and 
Omega, being confident of this very thing, that 
He which hath peep a good work in you, will 


erform it until the day of Jeſus Chrift.—— 
Philip. 1. 6. 


Behold his Eternity, Hab. i. 12. Art Thou 
not from Everlaſting, O Lord, my God, mine 
holy One? We ſhallnotdie: All the great- 
eſt Enemies, the mighty Lord God hath Or- 
dained and Eſtabliſhed, are but for the Cor- 
rection of his People. | 


Behold his Unchangeableneſs, Heb. vi. 17. the 
immutable God is willing here to ſhew unto the 
Heirs of Promiſe, the immutability of his Coun- 
ſel, interpoſing himſelf by an Oath: — He 
will not Repent of this his Word. Numb. 


XX111. 19. 

Conſider bis Truth, God, who cannot lyc 

hath promiſed Eternal Life. Tit. i. 2. Behold his 

Faithfulneſs, he cannot deny himſelf, 2 Tim. 4 5 . 
8 WT od's 
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— 
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God's Holineſs in our Redemption is molt 
gloriouſly manifeſted 3 For thus ſaith the high 
and lofty One, that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe 
Name. is Holy, I dwell in the high and holy Place 
with him alſo that is of a contrite and humble Spi- 
rit, Tfa. Iyii. 15. Pray read on. 


Here the Glory of His Wiſdom is illuſtrious ;. 
For the only wiſe God found out this way. — 
No Angel of light, none of. the wiſe of the 
World cou'd ever have thought of it. It is 
the hidden Wiſdom of God, Wiſdom ina My- 
ſtery z— >the contrivance is ſuch, that when it 
is made known, all the holy Angels admire it, 
as the manifold Wiſdom 4 04.——He diſpen- 
ſeth full Seaſons, for making known this My- 
ſtery of his Will in ſtupend ways of Wiſdom: 
(Epb.1. 10.) He brings home his Choſen—both 
of Fews and Gentiles thro? inveſtigable paſſages 
of Providence. He fo calleth and bringeth 
to Glory, that his fooliſhneſs is wiſer than Men, 
and by fooliſh things He confounds the wiſe 
World 1 Cor. i. 2 27. 


But above all. Behold God, gracious and 
Juſt, exactly ſo, infinitely juſt, and yet Mer- 
cy and Grace exalted thro' Juſtice, and above 
Juſtice. 


To God as the faithful Creator. the 
Maker of Heaven and Earth; of All things 
viſible and inviſible, who hath engag'd his Pow- 
er and Glory to fulfil this Work of Redeption.— 


To God's * Sovereignty, and Royal 
- 


Domi- 
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Dominion: ho makes All for his own Vill's 
ſake, and is not bound to give Account to an 


of his Creatures. Y/ho hath Mercy, Becauſe 
He will have Mercy.— * | 


To God's Eternal good Pleaſure within Him- 
ſelf; doing the whole Work of our Salvation 
according to the Counſel of his own Will, to 
the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, Eph-1. 
& 556. | bf IR 

To this Ever-bleſſed God O ye glorious 
Hoſt above, tune your Harps, and make Hea- 
ven and Earth ring with the thundrings of your 
Triumphant Hallelujahs ; — while we below 
in ſoft Hoſanna's ſing, Great and marvellous are 
thy Works, Lord God Almighty; juſt and true are 
thy Ways, Thou King of Saints. Rey.xv.3, 


Now I am to Contemplate God from his Ab- 
ſoluteneſs to his Paternity. gee 


This Ever-bleſſed God hath a Son, whom He 


ſends, God ſent his own Son, therefore He is a 
Father —— God the Father. 


God mult here be thought on, as He is the 

God and Father of Our Lord 2 Chriſt : In 
this glorious' Manifeftation of Himſelf is God to 
be Beheldin this great Work of Redemption,— 
as He is the Father of his own, only, Eternally- 


begotren Son, His. Beloved, in whom He is 


well-pleaſed 


the Fountain of Being. 


Here Behold him in his Love and Gaadneſs, not 


of a Creator, — But in the Love of a Father,— 
of the Father of his Only- begotten Son, 


the 


'0 £ 
(45) 

the Son of his Love,——the Son of his Boſom, 

the Eternal Delights of the Eternal Father. 


This raiſeth Triumph — raiſcth De- 
votion.. What ſhall we ſay to theſe things? If 
GO D be for Us, who can be againſt us? what, 
or who ſhall —_ Us from the Love of God? 


it fills with jſe, and with "Gloryings, and 
humble Boallings 1 in God. 


_ This GOD is our coop is become 
my Salvation. 


Now unto God and Our Father be Glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. bil. iv. 20. | 


'The Glory of the Goſp & ſhines in the Ilu- 
ſtrious Perſon of the Son, 2 own Con, who 
undertakes to work out our — 
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ten Son, who Was not made, nor Created 


CHAP. ut: 


CIS HE Glory of the Goſpel PIE in * 

To unfolding of the Myſtery of God 
The Father and Chriſt, And this is 
by the Revelation of the Bleſſed Spirit. 


Cod ſent bis o. Son, his gon by Mund g 5 
taking the Word Nature, in that ſenſe which 
the Apoſtle taketh it, where he ſaith of Idols, 
they by Nature are 9 Gods. 8 


God's own Son, diſtin iſhed "IE all other, 
and Dear unto the Father, the expreſs Image 


of the Father's Perſon, the brightneſs of his 
Glory, Heb. i. 3. 


Fa 0 N 


He ſpared not Sr 0WN „ Son, his Only-begot- 


But Begotten the Eternal - Son of God ;— 
who of his great Grace aſſum'd and took to 
himſelf a true Human Body and Soul, and united 
them to his Peron that Illuſtrious Perſon, 
who is the Son of the Father, and who under- 
taketh to work out our Salvation. 


This Perſon, the own, Only-begotten Son of 
God the Father is He, whom God ſent : 
He, who i is of Perſonal-Union=—is by the Di- 


vine 


( 147 ) 
vine Power of the Holy Ghoft, Man, (the Man 


Jeſus of Nazareth, the Son of Mary) the 8on 


When it is ſaid expreſſly, God ſent his ou 
Son; this notes out the Perſon, who is the Son 
of God by Nature,. — Who, (for our Redemp- 
tion) did take to him the human Nature, a 
Creature of God, and did unite, ſupport and 
Individuate it of his Grace, — and for 
Eyer. The Glory of this At is unconceivable. 
He is called the Son of his Self, ròy iavls id, 
becauſe He is God's Son, — not by Creation, 
as Angels, Adam, and all Men are Sons of God: 
Have we not All one Father? Hath not One 
God Created Us? Mal. ii. 10. Nor of Com- 
munication of Beams of Dominion, As Mapi- 
ſtrates are Sons of God. Nor of Adoption, 
or Regeneration, as are all true Believers—No, 

He is One greater than all theſe, Gad's own 
Con. This is the Almighty Undertaker of 
Our Salvation. This is a Doctrine of Faith, 
of abſolute neceſſity to be Believed. 


_ Behold his Glory: He is of the ſame Eſence 
and Nature with the Father. This Honour 
and Excellency is above all Angels : For unto 
which of the Angels faid He at any time, Thou 
art my Son —Heb. i. 7.— He is very God 
of very God ——as the Nicene Creed hath it, 
oͤuos gi, of the ſame Subſtance with God the 
Father ——He is 2 of that very Eſſence, 
Co: eſſential, as in the Creed of Athanaſius.— 
by. God-head of the Father and of the Son 
is One. 
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(48) 


In the Brier was the Word, and the 22 ord 
was with God, and the Word was God; there- 
fore being true God, He is. Co- equal with the 
Father, and it is no rebbery at all. Phil. ii. 6. 


He is God of himſelf, uro tO, tho“ He be 


not Son of himſelf, but Son of the Father : 
He is Life of Himſelf, duroCun—Heis Righ- 
teouſneſs it ſelf ere eee Os 

There is alſo between Him and the Father a 
mutual In- being (the Greek Wyrd is wegryWpnois) 


the Father is in him, and He is in the Father. 


John xiv. 11. Believe me that I am in the Fa- 
bac and the Father in m.. 


Heis Eternal; before Abraham was was (teh He 
T am, John viii. 48. He is Alpha and Omega, 
the firſt and the laſt. And this his Eternit) is 
the Foundation of his Eternal Kingdom. 
of whom it is ſaid, Thy Throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever. And again Thou, Lord, in the 
beginning haſt laid the Foundation of the Earth, 
and the Heavens are the Works of thine Hands: 
They ſhall. periſh, but Thou remaineſt, o 

art the ſame, Feb. i. 


He is Omniſcient, He knows all things; All 
Men, all that is in Man: neither needs He, that 
any one ſhould teſtify of Man, —for He know- 
eth what is in Man,. John H. 24, 25.) All 
their Reaſonings, all their Thoughts on their 
Ways ——He ſearcheth the Heart and Reins : 
Rabbi, thou art the Son of God. Jobn i. 47, 


48, 49- 


- by He 


(649 


He is Omnipreſent, Ie is in every Place. Lo! 
faith He, I am =6 you to FA. the 
World. His Preſence every where is that, 
which gives the ground of the Promiſe of his 
gracious Preſence. 


_ ie is Omnipotent : Whatever the Father doth, 
that doth the Son likewiſe John v. 19. {and 
my Father are One, John x. 30. 10 


He is the Creator of all things, Viſible and 
Inviſible. In Him all things Conſiſt. 
The ſame was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made by Him; and without him 
was not any thing made, that was made. Job. 
1 Col. i. 16. 


Lie Upholds all, by his Almighty Word of 
Command. He changeth all things at his Plea- 
ſure,. as a Veſture ſhalt Thou fold them up, 
and they ſhall be changed: Hab. i. 12. 


To Him is due from Men and Angels, Di- 
vine Honour, Worſhip and Faith. (Heb. i. 6.) 
Ve Believe in God, Believe allo in Me. John 
Xiv. 1. 

In Him therefore, We muſt Believe, Him 
we ſhould Kiſs, and do homage unto. He 
is God Bleſſed for Ever, the great God, and, Our 


Saviour. Tit. ii. 13. | 


He is Eternally and Only-begotten. — The 
Word, the Wiſdom of God, (Prov. viii.) He is 
the Son of God's , the Eternal Delights 7 o 
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the Eternal Father, in whom Vie is well-plea- 


ſed. IIe that is in the Boſom of the Father 


is neither leſſer nor lower, becauſe Ze hath 


ſtooped fo low———as to become Fleſh, and to 
be the Meffrah. 


In this SON is Our Eternal Life placed. 
This is the Record, the Sum of God's Teſtimo- 
ny witneſſed in the Bible, that God hath given 
to us Eternal Life; and this Life is in his Son. 
1 Joh. v. II. 


God ſent his Only-begotten Son into the 
World, that we might live through him. 1 Fob. 
iv. 9. In this Son, the Beloved, the Son of his 
Boſom, his Eternal Delights, God the Father 


doth reſt well-pleaſed for Eyer. 
T)his aſſures theabſolute Sufflciency of Chri/? 


Jeſus for his Offices. He is the Mediator, who 
is the Son of God. The Son is the Prophet, 
He declares the Father. — No Man hath ſeen 
God at any time; the Only-begotten Son which 
is in. the Boſom of the Father, he hath declared 
him. John i. 18. He teſtifies what he hath ſeen 


and heard; He hath the Words of Eternal Life. 


Joh. iii. His Voice raiſeth the Dead, —— the 
dead Spiritually, out of their Sins; the dead 


_ * Corporally out of their Graves. John v. 27, 


28, 29. 


The Son is the King, greater than all, who 


hath all Sovereignty, Authority and Power. 


The Son is the Prieſt, who is conſecrated for 


_ evermore, (Heb.) who hath the Heart and Ear 


of the Father always. This 


(57) 


This puts an high Value (of infinite Price) 
upon all that He hath done for us, by his Suf- 
ferings; and an ineſtimable Worth upon that 
He now doth in Heaven for Us by his Interceſ- 
ſton. | 


He can do all that We ſtand in need of 
becauſe He is the Son of God. He can Create 
the Heart anew, and give the Holy Spirit. 
He Baptizeth with the Holy Ghoft, and with 
Fire: He opens Heaven, and brings down the 


| | vai dil that They may Miniſter unto 
8. | 


He ſeeth the truth of Grace in our Hearts. 
He knoweth the Workings, Beatings, and 
Breathings of Our Spirits in all Our Secret Du- 
ties; and makes Our retired Meditations and 
Prayers the Nouriſhment of Our Souls. 


He gives Power or Privilege to be Sons of 
God, He makes free indeed: He gives Life 
to whom he will, — and preſerves the Life 
given, ——and gives Eternal Life. He fetch- 
eth out of the Graves, and makes us a Congre- 
gation of God's firſt-born. God hath laid 
help for us upon One that is mighty. 


There is no doubt or danger to adventure 
here. No fear of that Curſe, Cur/ed be the 
Man that truſteth in Man, Jer. xvu. 5. 


Feſus Chriſt is the Lord Jehovah, and Bleſ- 
ſed is the Man that truſteth in the Lord, and 
whole Hope the Lord 1s, V. 7. 
| G 2 There- 
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him that Belieyeth not on Him. 


(52) 


Therefore it is no Error to Believe on Him, 
to Worſhip, to Serve, to Call upon, and Obey 
Him. For there is no vetifhing to a Be- 
liever——while there is nothing but Wrath to 
Here is the 


only way to ſee the Father. 


Behold the Excellency of the Holy Scriptures, 
eſpecially the Glory of the New Teſtament, 
which is he Goſpel of the Son of God. Con- 
template there the Honour confer'd on ſinful 
Man;——calFd to the Faith of Feſus Chriſt, 
They are call'd to Fellowſhip with the Son of 


God. 1 Cor. i. 9,——Here, with Songs of Praiſe 
from an humble grateful Soul Adore the Faith- 


fulneſs of God in the ways of his Free and ſaving 


Grace. Ie failed not to ſend his own Son in- 
to the World, according to his Promiſe. 
We may now tfuſt Him to make good All that 
He hath ſpoken;,—— The Heaven of Heavens, 
Bleſſed Life, Bliſsful Manſions, Glorious Im- 
mortality there is nothing too much, nor 


too good for Believers z—Por All are not ſo 
good as his on Son. 


Nov let me perſuade you to love much Re- 
tirement, and to ſhun the Spirit of the World, 
which runs thro* the moſt of Men, with fo great 
mcannelſsand defilement.—Obſferve Mankind.— 


Why ſhould we not Delight our Souls inthe 
Glories of Chriſtianity, which lead us to the 
holy One, the mighty One of //7ae! ? We 
thou'd carry Victories over the World's Luſts 
and Lyes, Errors and Vanities : Since we know 

| the 


(53) 


the Advancement and Amplitude of the King · 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt. e 


We have the Love of God manifeſted, ——- 
the Love wherewith He loves his own Son 
reaching to Our Hearts and embracing them: 
a Love aſſuring, that God is for Us, and no- 
thing can ſeparate us from his Love, . | 
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HE Way and Courſe the Almighty God 

1 took to Save Us, is a ſound Demonſtra- 

tion of the All- ſufficiency of Our Salvation by 

Chriſt Jeſus, and it is this, to condemn Sin in 

the Fleſh of his Son, whom He ſent in the 

Fleſh, and that of purpoſe to take away Sin, 
and the ſinful Nature from Men. 


God's way is this, While He faveth the Sin- 
ner, He will condemn his Sins to the loweſt 
Hell, and lower by far ;——and that in the ve- 


ry ſame Nature that hath ſinned, even in hu- 
man Fleſh. | 


That this may be done, N ſets out his own 
Son to be made Fleſh: He ſends him in the Si- 
militude of ſinful Fleſh, in a true Human Soul 
and Body, ſuch as Sin had made frail, miſerable, 
and mortal; ſuch a One as ours is. He thus 
ſends Him for Sin, that He may bear all their 
Sins charged on him.— And then in this * 
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(54) 


af his own Son, their Sins ſhall be condemn-- 
ed: The Son of God condemned for their 


Sin. and ſo in that Condemnation, ——Sin 


for ever Condemn'd. 


: For this End He ſends him, as one that hath 
taken upon him the Office of a Saviour, by Me- 
diation, by Suretiſhip, and by Redemption. 


God's Preordination of the Son is admirabl 
ſet forth by St. Peter, 1 Pet. i. who verily was 
fore-ordained before the Foundation the 
World, but was manifeſt in theſe laſt times 


5. 20. 


That He ſhould in our Nature execute the 
Office of a Prophet, Prieſt, and King, in a 
State of Humiliation. | 

This Preordination is God's Eternal Fore- 
knowledge, Counſel, Purpoſe and Decree out 
of his inte good Pleaſure within himſelf.— 
G— his Son to be the Chriſt to bring the 


Elect to Glory; according to St. Paul, Eph. i. 
9, 10.— 


Chriſt Jeſus as God-man, is the means of E- 
lection to be executed; Fe is the Cauſe of 
Our Salvation, but not of our Election. 


In this Preordination there was a Council held 
between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spi- 
rit : In this Council, all that concerns Man's 
Salvation was determined: Ye Men of Hrael, 
hear theſe Words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a Man 
approved of Cad among you, by Mu and 

on- 


_ 4 
Wonders, and Signs, which God did by him,. 
Him, being delivered by the determinate Coun- 
ſel and Foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked Hands have crucified ;><—> Whom 
God hath raiſed up, Adds ii. 22, 23, 24.———Vid. 
chap. iv. 28. N N 


The Son is ſet out, and by a free voluntary 
Diſpenſation, He yieldeth to be ordained and 
appointed, whom God hath ſet forth to be a 
Propitiation, chro- Faith in his Blood, to de- 
clare his Righteouſneſs, for the Remiſhon of 
Sins that are paſt, throꝰ the forbearance of 
God; To declare, I ſay, at this time his 
| Righteouſneſs : Rom. iii. 25, 26. — 


With Him an Agreement is made, that He 
ſhould give his Soul an Offering for Sinz — 
and then, according to Promiſe in that A 
ment, He ſhould ſee the Fruit of that His Tra- 


vel of Soul to his own Heart's full Satisfaction. 
1/a. lm. 10, 11. 


The Father and the Holy Ghoſt do ſend, and 
the Son voluntarily condeſcends to be ſent. 


All ſtoop, nothing too Dear for the Salya- 
tion of Men. 


The Son is brought in ſpeaking thus, —— 7 
have not ſpoken in Secret from the beginning, from 
the time that it was, there am I; and now the 
Lord God and his Spirit hath ſent me. Iſa. xlviii. 16. 


"The Son came not of himſelf : Ze took no- 
thing on him of his own apart from the Lt 
ther, 
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ther, in the whole Work of Redemption. The 


Father gave Him 2511 of his Boſom, He ſent him 


on this great Deſign, He parted with him. 
He deliver'd him . Fe ſent him in bis In- 


carnation, in the fulnels of time. He ſent him 


into the World, 
ſinful Place. 


into this miſerable, vai, 


"a dwelt am 00g Men, ind was 3 in Faſli- 


ou as a Man: He ſent him furniſhed with Giſts: 


He ſanctified him ;—— Separated Him from all 
other. As only able to Kae the World, and 
fill'd. Him with the Spirit, not by meaſure, as 


He is Man; Having thus ſanctified. him, He 


ſent him, and gave him Work to do and finiſh, 
and ſet him a Day, a Seaſon to do it in: 
He neither did, nor ſpake of himſelf, bur as the 


Father which ſent him, gave him Command- | 


ment what He ſhould ſay, the Mord which you 
bear, is not mine, but the Father's which ſent me. 
Joh. xiv. 24. He never left him alone, becauſe 
He doth always thoſe things that pleaſe his Fa- 

ther: He that ſent me, is with me : the Father 


hath; not left me alone for I do always thoſe 


things that pleaſe Him. John viii. 29. ; 

His Commiſſion: was, and is to ſeek and to 
eee. loſt; to. Die and . again 
for his Sheep, and to be Salvation to the Ends 


of the Earth: To ſee that no Believer periſh, 


But that He raiſe. every one of them to Ever- 
at the laſt Day: To give Faith 
to All that the Father hath given . 
the given of the Father may come unto Hi 
A gracious Commiſſion ! | 

The 


( 


The Son of God aſſumed not the Nature of 
Angels; but the Seed of Abraham a true 
and very Man conſiſting of an Human Soul and 
an Human Body; not only a. Soul, the more 
noble part of Man, but Fleſls even the 


1. 


* e of Our Nature, growing from In- 
fancy to Perfection of Age and Stature, — and 
not a full and perfect Man grown, at his full 
Stature and ripe Age, when He firſt aſſum'd 


Our Nature into the Unity of his Perſon. 


This is a comfortable Conſideration on the 
behalf of Infants Dying in Infancy.— But I 
find my Spirit within me grows ſo tender, 1 
Can't proceed 


J , 
4 
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NLV They, who leave the Image of 
the firſt Adam, and put on the Image of 
Chriſt ; Theſe only know Chriſt, and God in 
Chriſt. | 


Natural Men, whilſt they remain in that State, 
may come to ſome kind of Knowledge of God, 
by reading the Holy Scriptures z —— But if the 
Old Nature is not eradicated," and a New One 
implanted; their Knowledge will come to 
no more, than an Ignorant Man's will, by 


reading the Works of a famous Learned One. 
H For 


(58) 


For MII They ho are guided only by Na- 


tural and Human Learning, cannot pre- 

ſume to Underſtand the Things of Chriſt, which 
are Revealed by the Spirit of God: The Na- 
tural Man receiveth not the things of the Spi- 
rit of God : becauſe they are 3 il 
cern'd. 1 Cor. ii. 14 But He, Who is mov'd 
and enabled by the Holy Spirit to Love, Believe 
and Hope; and alſo to Underſtand, to Pray, 
and Work: — n all theſe Exerciſes, He feels 
the Divine Preſence, and the increaſing Know- 
ledge of God, with delightful inward Appear- 
ances, and Diſcourſes about holy things. 
He may be fo Favour'd into a Sphere of Light, 
as to ſee (tho* through a Glaſs darkly as St. Paul 
ſpeaks) in whoſe Prefence He is, &9c. 


"Tis evident, that the Knowledge of God is 
an important thing ; Foraſmuch as our Eternal 
Life and Happineſs conſiſteth in it. 


We Chriſtians know God by Chriſt, and 
Chriſt by the Revelation of the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore *tis abſolutely neceſſary that a Chriſ- 
tian by mere Profeſſion be firſt Regenerated and 
Renewed by the Holy Spirit, before he can be 
owned and accepted of Chriſt, and then accept- 
ed of the Father in the Beloved: — Ye are 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God. 1 Cor. iti. alt. 


A Chriſtian knows God, when Chriſt per- 
mits himſelf to be known by inward Revelati- 
on: then we know God in him, He bei 
the expreſs Image of God, who ſaid to Philip 
(Joh. xiv. 9.) He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the 
TY. Father : 


| * 
( 59) Mc 
Father : Matth. xi. 27. No Man knows the Fa- 


thor, ſawe-the Son, and be to whomfoever the Son 
will reveal Him. _ 


It is certain, that the Knowledge of Chr; 
precedes the Knowledge of God; And we 
all know, that there is in God, potency, 
Juſtice, Truth and Fidelity. And we now by 
the Holy Scriptures, and by an inward Reve- 
lation of Chriſt in them, that He is the Image 
of. God, and that in Him there is Omnipoten- 
cy, Juſtice, Truth and Fidelity: Se that We 
can truly ſay, that we know God in Chriſt, ac- 
cording to his own Purpoſe and Grace given us 
in Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began 
But ou made manifeſt, by the Appearing of 
Our Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, —— who hath abo- 
Iiſhr Death, and hath brought Life and Immor- 
tality to Light——2 Tim: i. "Re 


And we may ſay, that we know Chriſt by 
St. Paul. in — Big was a great deal of the 
Image of Chriſt: And in a lower degree, 
we can ſay it now (Bleſſed be God) of many 
Faithful Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus, that we 
know Chriſt by them, in their faithful Preach- 
ing and Living agreeable to the Goſpel. 


In what we hear and ſee we can diſcern 
that They know his Divinity and his Huma- 
nity, His Glory and high Dignity, and his 
Abaſement and Humility; — inaſmuch as the 
Holy Spirit is given unto them by Chrift. 


Here I ſee in part, the moſt high Obligati- 
on all Men in general have to Chriſt. For- 
r alſmuch 


0 


(6⁰ 
aſmuch as thro'-the Obedience of Chriſt, a way is 
Opened for Men to return to God, und to a 
bleſſed State of Immortality, and ſublime Feli- 
city,. above the Loſs we ſuffer'd, by Adam's 
Diſobediencs. [get's | 55 


Let us then, by Renovation, by Communi- 
cation of the Holy Spirit, and by the Revela- 
tion of Chriſt, and the Father in Him, go on, 
in Our Chriſtian Race (notwithſtanding our 
Weakneſs and Incapacity) above our ſelves, in 
the Divine Knowledge of God, by Senſation 
and inward Viſion, tho' but in part, in this Pre- 
ſent Life; the Perfect Intuition and intire 
Viſion is reſerv'd for the Life Eternal in the 
World to come, where perpetually ſeeing 
God. Face to Face, we ſhall be in Conſummate 
Bleſſedneſs, with Jeſus Chriſt Our Lord. 


Further I will not venture now : For 'tis 
my Opinion, that no One ought to pry ſevere- 
ly into that ſacred Verge, where a Chriſtian en- 
Joys his God in the inner Temple of his Soul.— 
Foraſmuch as the many ſweet Intercourſes, and 
Divine Endearments, are the incommunicable 
Secrets of a Favour'd Spirit, whoſe Joys no Man 
muſt intermeddle with. However, Tis a ſound 
Argument to a good Soul, that Divine Things 
only Delight it: Becauſe They always carry 
with them an Ample Revenue and Maintenance 
tor his Joys and Pleaſure : Inſomuch that the 
Language of his Heart is that of the Pfalmilt, 
Lord, lift thou up the Light of thy Countenance 
upon me, and grant me a Participation of Life 


in Chriſt, ſince it is Life only that can hold 
Communion with Life. 


1 . SECT. 
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ExoLD again ! the Love of God to 
B tun. 0 0 


1 


Here is Love, here is Love Manifeſted: Here 
is Bountifulneſs, to Invite us to the Contemp 
tion of Divine Love ſhining in the glorio 
Goſpel of the Bleſſed God, 1 Tim. i. 11.— 
Never did God manifeſt the like Love to zhzs, 
that appear'd.in Redeeming Mankind. 1 Joh. iv. 
9, 10. In this was manifeſted the love of God to- 
wards us, becauſe that God ſent his Only-begotten 
Son. into the World, that we might” live through 
im. Herein is love. Tit. iii. 4,5. After that 
the Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour to- 
ward Man appeared, — not by Works of Righ- 
teouſneſs, which we have done, but according 
to his Mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 


which He ſhed on us abundantly, thro” Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour, | 


Read diligently, under the Influence and 
Teachings ot the Bleſſed Spirit, the New Teſta- 
ment of Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, a 
thouſand times, and you will feel, God's great 
Love, wherewith He, who is rich in Mercy, 
loved Us: Your Hearts will melt, and diſſolve 
in the Senſe of the exceeding Riches of his 
Grace in his Kindneſs, the Glory of his Grace 
abounding in Our Salvation. „ 


(62) 


Our Bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks of it with Em- 
haſis and Admiration, God ſo loved the World 
t. Paul ſpeaks of it, as alone peerleſs, God com- 

mendeth his Love towards us, Rom. v. 8. And 

St. John with an Index, in this. was manifeſted 

the Love of God, herein is Love. 


All other Manifeſtations of Love are not 
comparable to 72516. 


_ Great was God's Love to Man in the firſt 
Creation, to Place him Lord of the Viſible 
World, to endue him with a Soul bearing on 
it his own Image and Likeneſs, and feat him in 
a Paradiſe. oly David fings, My Medita- 
tion of him ſball be ſweet, 


. Great was: his Love to the Ele Angels whom 
He hath eſtabliſnt about his Throne; who al» 
ways behold his Face. 


But to whom gave He his own Son ?— What 
Nature did He ever unite ſo near to himſelf ? 
On what Race of Beings in the Univerſe did 
He ever beſtow a New Creation—ſave Qurs? 
Where, or when did He eyer fuch Works for 
any, as in Earth to condemn, in Hell to diſſolve 
all the Works of the Devil, in Heaven to pro- 
vide Manſions, and All in, by, and through 
the Fleſh of his own Son, ——Fleſh indeed — 
for ſinful Children of diſobedient Adam, juſtly 
Children of Wrath ? 


Angels that fell, are reſerv'd in Chains of 
Darkneſs to the Judgment of the great Day, 


Tug 


\ 


CF 
Jude 6. N o Saviour afforded them, but 


They are ſet r 
o come. 


The Bleſſed, holy ns elect ds 
innumerable Company of them, are made Mi- 
niſtring Spirits ſent forth for the good of 
the Heirs of this Salvation The World to 
come is put in ſubjection to Man. ; 


In Chriſt——we are joint-hcirs with him of 
all things. Nom. viii. 16, 17. 


This declared Love is the moſt powerful way 
to work on fall'n Man. 


Hell, Wrath, and the Law, without this — 
pant do. but terrify and vex, and make the 
t fly from God. But this Love ſet forth, 
pierces and wounds the Heart. melting and 
— it. yet it * near, ers De- 
re 


Now it Judges it ſelf, and Juſt fies God, 
while He judges him: Now he cannot think 


or ſay any thing is hard, that this Bleſſed God 
fays or docs. 


This Love is the Fatneſs of God” «Houſe, the 
River of his Pleaſures, he Light,” the Life that 
is better than Life it ſelf : This Love fills with 
Love, makes zealous, tender-hearted, noble of 
Spirit, and truly lovely : —— this ſweetens the 


Croſs, ſanctifies Afflictions, and makes our En- 
Joyments to be Bleſſings. - 
er 


Service proves the greateſt 


T6) 


Let God's Love work in you ſuch Loye to 
your own Soul firſt, and then ſuch Love to the 
Souls of Others ; that their Salvation may be 
dearer to you, than 8 own things Tempo- 


e it ſelf.— 


ral, or Temporal Li 


This is a pure Love, Love that is in Deed 
and in Truth hen the greateſt and hardeſt 
Love. 

Here I can't but Lament the Sin and Miſery 
of all Men, eſpecially of all Chriſtians that re- 
fuſe ſeſus Chriſt 3, fince this their refuſal is of the 
only Remedy; — Tis the refuſal of the Son, ma- 
nifeſting the greateſt Love; Tis the refuſal of 


God the Father coming to undone Man in a 


way of Salvation, as Myſterious as Salvifical.— 
as full of Glory as of Grace; — the more exalt- 
ed it is in lofty Heights, the more it is match- 


leſs in loweſt Condeſcentions of Free- grace: 


This their Refuſal therefore is a degree of ha- 
tred to Chriſt, He that ſinneth againſt me, 


_  wrongeth his own Soul; all they that hate me, love 


eath.-Prov. viii. 36. This hatred of the Son 
is the hatred of the Father :——— If They 


bad the rd, the Love of the Father abiding. 
in them; then they would receive him whom 


the Father hath ſent : Fob. v.—And all this hath 
the greater Aggravation, inſomuch that eve 

one knows his Sickneſs, and feels in ſome de- 
gree his Miſery yet ſo it is, they love Death, 
they love to be damn'd, and go to Hell; if 
they love that, which will bring them thither 


and care not for that, which would deliver them 
thence. 


I ad- 


e 


requireth: (ſince e! 
teouſneſs of his Holy Law,) that we Believe. 
there is no other Work ſuitable to God's deal- 
ing with us: He ſends his Son, — We are to 


and ſuffer. to er grow Vigorous in 
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. Tadjure all dark Spirits not to diſquiet my 
Soul, which is eſpous d to Chriſt for ever, who 
is my Life who is the Love. | 


Now (after this Paltion of Love) ſceing that 


| Where there is Life there is Hope, what _ 
We do, that we may work the Works of God 


this is the Wort of God; the Work that God 
cannot work the Righ- 


receive Him whom God hath fent, and Believ- 
ing is receiving: He. teſtifies this unto, the 


ww 
World, we are to believe his Word and Teſti- 


mony: There is no other Work left, — Chriſt 
hath done and ſuffer'd all for us: Believing is 
the, acceptable Work, it : +6 Glory to God, 


and deſtroys boaſting utterly. | 


By this Precious Faith of God's Elec all the 
Work is done : By Faith Chriſt is revealed, 


concejved, form'd, born, lives and . dwells in 
the Heart: Faith makes a Sinner mourn, Pra 

and wait at Wiſdom's Gates; —Confeſs Chi | 
contemn and overcome the World; 
ſelf, exalt God, live holily and Heavenly. 
Die in Hope, Peace and Joy: 


gerly 


7 
* 


This Faith refines and Spiritualizeth the Soul, 


Worketh by Love, circumciſeth the Heart to 
love, God, makes to fear the Lord and his 
. Goodneſs, frames to the Life of a Pilgrim 


and Stranger on Earth, —— and enables to do 


the 


\ 


of Obedience, for He comes and dwells in the 


i. 
the midſt of All that Oppoſeth, like Men born 
from above, bound for and tending to the Hea- 


yenly: Country. 
This is the Will of God the Father that ſent 


Jeſus Chriſt his Son, that every One that ſeeth 


25 Son and Believeth on him, ſhould have 
verlaſting Life. Joh. vi. 40. Joh. xvii. 3.— 


1 

The ſhewing of ChriſtF crucified, Wounds 
to the quick, and perſuades to Believe in 
God,. o loving -s not to ſpare, but de- 
liver up his own——for Us: — o faithful of his 
Word, Performing in due time the greateſt, and 
ancienteſt Promiſe He ever ſpake: This Sight 
crucifies us with Chriſt; Yet cauſes to live to 
God,. to live through all crucifyings. , 


This ſweet Myſtical, Supernatural Union of 
the Soul with Chriſt the Holy Ghoſt revealeth 
in a believing Heart, but this is to be felt by 
the Word and Spirit in the Goſpel. 


By our Faith Chriſt is received; not only as 


ſatisfying God's Juſtice ; But as Purchaſing Grace 
and Glory, and all good things elſe— Les, 
as Purchaſing the Bleſing of the Promiſe, even 
the Holy Spirit (Gal. iii. 14.) who reneweth 
after the Image of God, and ſets the Heart on 
high, in hope of the Glory to come. 


__ Chriſt coming into the Believer, breaksdown 
the Dominion of Sin, and ſers up his own Go- 
vernment in the Soul —— By his Spirit, He 
creates us anew, —— He confers all Principles 


new 


(6). 


new Creature, and imparts the Promiſes, and 
puts Life into the Word and Ordinances. 
By his Exemplary Life, He ſets before Us 
the way of Righteouſneſs, as our Pattern, which 
draws out our Imitation, and this our imitati 
Inclination is ſanctifyed, that now we would 
Walk, as Chriſt walked :;—— The Heart is fer - 
on high on perfect Patterns. even on 
God's Holineſs, and on Chriſt's Purity. 


Here is the lnage of God to be beheld in a 
Mirrour. in Liberty and in great Glory: 
The Image of God loſt, — Now in Chr 
found again, begetting in Us the very ſame 
Image: Now we ſee, and are Transform d,. 
We ſee and are Aſſimilated, and made like un- 


to it. 2 Cor, iii. 17, 18. 


The Miniſtry of the Goſpel, is the Miniſtry 
of Life, of Righteouſneſs, and of the Spirit. 
Here we may {ce the difference betwixt Beliey- 
ers and Believers, Chriſtians and Chriſtians, 


o HA P. Iv. 


Peter deſcribeth a true Member of the 
Church, a Subject of Grace and. Peace, 
dy the Work of the Three Perſons in the undivi- 
ded Godhead about his Salvation: The Work of 
the Bleſſed Spirit is to ſingle out the individual 
Perſon from among the Children of Men, and 
to ſet the Father's Love, and the Grace of the 


Son in Redemption upon him particularly 


This is the Deſcription, He is One Elett accord- 


ing to the Foreknowledge of God the Father, thro 


Sanctiſication of the Spirit unto Obedience, and 
ſpriveiing of the Blood of Feſus Chriſt.” Sancti- 

cation is, we ſee, the ſaving work of the Spi- 
Tit ——Sanctification of the Spirit, and Belief 
of the Truth is the way, thro” which God calls 
by the Miniſtry of the New Teſtament thoſe, 
whom He hath choſen to Salvation, ——and 


unto the obtaining of the Glory of Our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſi. 8 e 


Now the ſanctif ing Work of the Spirit is 


gp e enlightens, and this Illumi- I | 
nation is accompanied with Wiſdom, and with 


thus carried on: 


Revelation alſo, bringing the Things of Chriſt to 
Mind in God's o. Light, — above the light 
of Man's Reaſon. 


is made anew ; The Eyes of Gur Underſtand- 
ings, which were cover'd with Blindneſs, (and 
TTV that 


In this. York, the Organ 


ſtition in Religion 
fore-Skins is done, when the Word in the Hand 


(69) 


that Blindneſs was from our Birth, ſo that we 
were born blind) they are now Opened, that 
we may. See and Know.———This is beyond the 
Illumination, which is of common Grace, and 
often found in mere Profeſſors. 


The Spirit quickens, He cauſeth the dead in 
Sins to Awake, Ariſe, and Live a Life (from 
the death of Sin and this dark World,) pure; 
heavenly and joyful; For He declares, and brings 
home to an humbled Soul the Righteoufneſ5 of 
Chriſt {et forth by God in the Goſpel. © 


The Spirit circumciſeth che Heart with a 
Circumciſion made without Hands. Rom. ii. In 


this Work, the Word is the Knife, the Heart 
is —_— that is to ſuffer, and not the Fleſh 
or 


5 yz the fore- Skin is the ſuperfluity of Ma- 
liciouſneſs and Wickedneſs, the Skin of other 
Loves, which oppoſe the Love of God,. as 
Self-love, the Love of the World, that Love 
which is called Luſt,——and the love of Super- 
the cutting off theſe 


of the Spirit, by his divine Skill, gets between 
our Hearts and them, making us to ſee and find 
'em to be ſuch, as the Word ſays of m. 


Until this Work be done, no Love of God 


can be wrought in Us: Strange Loves will keep 


Poſſeiſion.— But when this Work is accom- 
pliſhr, it reacheth to the Circumciſion of the 
Ears, and of the Lips, — and of the whole 
Man :——-Inſogpuch, that the Body of the Sins 
of the Fleſh, =— the whole Frame of ſinful 
Fleſh ſuffers and is deſtroyed. | 

NAS Shiri 


things, 


(79) 


Spiritual Senſes are beſtowed on Us by. the 
Hy Spirit, with a quickneſs of Scent, where- _ 
by ie makes us favour Spiritual Things, and 
ſmell out, with Delight, fpiritual Ways, and 
then purſue our Courle. 


o 


The new - born Babe can taſte diſtinguiſhing» 
ly the fincere Milk of the Word, fit to 
nouriſh and make grow, from all adulterate 
Stuff. He can See, and diſcern judiciouſly 
the things of the Spirit of God, from all other 
and make up a right Judgment con- 
cerning them: He can in Hearing, Try the 
Words of Doctrine deliver'd, —— and the Spi- 
rit in Teachers: For He knows the Spirit 
of Chriſt, and the Spirit of Antichriſt, — The 
Spirit of God, and the Spirit which is of the 
World, —— the Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit 
of Error. — | Fortes it 220 | 


All this, and a great deal more, the new-born 
Babe is able to do, by a ſupernatural Naturat- 
eſs, like an Inſtin&t ;—tho? for want of Art, 


or a Reaſoning Ability he cannot make out to 


other's Satisfaction where the Fault lieth, much 
leſs is he able to diſpute, and by arguing to con- 
vince the Oppolers of Truth, and Pleaders for 
Error.—Burt as quickneſs of Spiritual Senſes 
grow, and Age in Chriſt comes on, the Spiri; 
will teach him the whole of revealed Truth, and 
cauſe all the Graces to abound and fructify: 
And this Impreſſion of the Truth will be ſo 
fix d and faſtenꝰd as to me the Law of 
his Mind, written with the efteraving of Love 
upon the Heart; that the Truth al never 


: * be 
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be torn out of it, tho? the Soul may be torn 
from the Body. | 


; Now, the World cannot receive the Spirit, 


they know him not; Job. xiv. 16, 17. — Bur 
Chriſt's true Diſciple) 


know Him and receive 
Him; not as a Gueſt, for a Night, or ſo. 
but as the Inhabitant of their Souls, as in 
his own Houſe and Temple; — There He dwells 
in them for Ever; As the Comforter, the Spirit 
of Truth. Here is the Anointing; that abideth 
in Them; Teaching all things deliver'd in the 
Holy Scriptures:— And the true Chriſtian 
-maketh Conſcience to continue in the Word of 
Truth, as He wou' d abide in the Son and in the 
Father. 


Where the Holy Gbaſt is given, manifeſting 
his Preſence in the great and glorious Work of 
Redemption, there He dwelleth The Apoſtle 
diſtinguiſhingly and ſearchingly puts all Be- 
levers upon the Tryal of their States; Te are 
not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, if ſo be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you, Rom. viii 


And this is ſo characteriſtical, that He adjoins 
Mo if any Man have not the Spirit of Chrift, 


he is none of his. 


They who have the Spirit given and dwel- 
ling in them, they know it : Know ye not that 
"the Spirit of God dwelleth in ou? As in his 
Temple, his holy conſecrated Houſe and Habi- 
tation. Ie knows no Temple a, or Houſe 
on Earth, but the broken and contrite Heart, 
the poor in Spftit : (O! how great and admira- 
ble is this Condeſcenſion of 2 


(72) 


And when He had a Temple at Jeruſalem, it 


was to ſignify his, not own'd of God, but 
with reſpect to this Temple.—//a. vii. and Ixvi. 
The Regenerateare his Temples; the Holy Ghoſt 
makes himſelf an Habitation in the Souls of 


Men, and then dwells in the Temple which He 
Hath made; the Glory of the Work is Heavenly 


and Excellent. For this Temple is an Houſe not 


made with Hands; an inviſible Fabrick, altho' 
in this viſible Creation.——The very Bodies of 


the Regenerate are the Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, rho' they be Houſes of Clay: He 
dwelleth in Them, as He is the Spirit of Him 


that raiſed up Jeſus from the Dead, in the ex- 
eceding greatnefs of that Power, which He 


wrought, and put forth in Chriſt, when He 
raiſed Him from the dead, and ſet Him at his 
own right Hand in the Heavenlies above,. 


far aboye all Principality and Power, * 


and Dominion, 


and every Name of 
nown, not only in this World; 


But alſo in 


that, which is to come :— And gave Him to be 
the Head of the Church, which is his Body,— 
The Holy Ghoſt dwelleth in the Regenerate, as 
«the Spirit of the Father, and as the Spirit of 


the Son: He, who taketh them to be his Sons 
by Adoption, He ſends the Spirit of his Son into 
their Hearts, Gal. iv. 6. 1 Epiſt. of John iv. 


Pray read-the whole Chapter. 


God is Love; Here is Love 04 the 
Father ſends his Son into the World ;—God the 


Father, and God the Son ſend the Spirit into the 
Hearts of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved : — God the 


Holy Ghaſt given to the Spiritual Believers, 


theds abroad upon their Hearts, —— this 


Love: 


(3) 


Love:. He dwells in them, doing Won« 
ders, and by Him the Father and the Son 
dwell in Them: From hence They cannot but 
fay with the beloved Diſciple, Hure it Laus 
that God thro' Chriſt by his Spirit ſhould dwell 
in them; — that by the Spirit thto* Chriſt they 
ſhould have cſs unto the Father, 


Behold ! with pleaſed Wonder, and humble 
Adoration, . the 13 Preſence af the 1 05 
fed Spirit in your Souls, with all His gloriods, 
falvifical Names and Titles: Vi is in th 
the Spirit of Faith, the Spirit of Truth, the 
Spirit of Grace and Prayer::——The Comforter, 
the Anointing, the Earneſt. —— This is his in- 


dwelling, glorious Preſence, — and He delight- 
erh to fill his Zoyſe with his Glory, and to Reſt 
there.mm—_ Att Err 
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pos'd to the Foul. 
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3} vealing the Love of the Father and the 


T Hos E, in whom the Spirit dwells, Re- 
race. of the Sonu, — in Them, He fo migh- 


tily Rules,—that They walk not after the Fleſo, 


but after the Spirit. 


That we may not be deceived, nor deceivs 
our ſelves in a Matter of ſo great Importance, 


as this; Let us underſtand the true meaning 
of the Words. 


By Fleſh, is here meant, the Nature of Man, 
as corrupted and defiled with Sin; and not 
Fleſhin the Subſtance of it; As the Body is o 
Bat both, Soul and Body 
become Carnal, as Carnal is oppos'd to Spiri- 
tual: For there is in Man, he fleſbly Mind : So 
that the Soul as well as the Body is defil'd and 
deprav'd with Sin Nay, the Sbul defiles 
the Body; For out of the Heart proceeds tha. 
which defiles the Man. Therefore, by Fleſh, 
we are not to underſtand the Subſtance of Fleſh, 
which is God's Creature, and therefore good; 
and hath no cauſe of Sin in it. For God is 
not the Author of Sin: — Neither may his 
Workmanfhip be blamed, without committing 

| | that 
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that great Wickedneſs of caſting Reproach up · 


on our Maker. 


This is to be held firm, againſt all the per- 
nicious Opinions, and dangerous Expreſſions of 
ſome Religioniſts and Philoſophers,——as if the 
Mind and Soul were pure,——and received De- 
filement from the Body. * 


By Fleſb, is not meant Fleſh in the natural 


Deſires of Food, Sleep, Generation, Rayment, 


Motion, Recreation, Reſt, or any thing elſe 
that accompanies the innocent part - of Life, 
while in this World. yy | 


Theſe are not evil in themſelves, no; Tis 


the corrupt uſe of em that makes them evil and 
ſinful. 


Neither does the right meaning of Fleſh here, 
= at Human Wiſdom and Reaſon, nor the 

oral Actings and Projectings thereof All 
being kept within their own Sphere. — and 
acting regularly, are uſeful to Societies, com- 
mendable among all, and ſerviceable to the King- 
dom; and may be of great Service to the King- 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt. hes 


Nor, by Fleſh here is to be underſtood, the 
Sparklings of that Light which 1s born with 
us, and in us, or the remains of God's Image 
in Soul or Body: Nor yet, the neceſſary Hel 
of this preſent Life,—As Lands, Money, Friends, 
with the like ſubſidiary Aids. 
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No, nor nattiral Diſeaſes, Infirmities; or De- 
fects of Body or Mind: In this Senſe there is 
an Honour due to the Fleſp, and a lawful /afis- 
Hing of its Deſires and Neceſſities: Col. ti: 2/3. 
Therefore, upon any devout Pretence to deny 
them to it, is finful, and falls under chat Com- 

mand, Zhou fbalt not kill. {il 


Therefore by Fleſh is meant, the ſinful In- 
rlinations and Diſpe tions in the Soul;——and 
not, as if chis Sinfulneſs were firſt in the Bo- 
dy No, tis in the Soul, in the faireft part 
of it. the top of it, ——the Mind is polluted, 
ö 86. — We are Strangers. from God in our 
Minds; — therefore the Spirit of the Mind 
muſt be Rexewed, e're ever it will be good. 


Why then, is the Corruption of Nature, 

which is firſt in the higheſt Powers ofthe Soul, 
calld Fleſ? Becauſe they are tied down to the 
Service of the Senſes, which defiles em. More- 
over, there is a ſtrong Poiſon infus'd from the 
Serpent, which is innate and corinate, as old as 
we are: It was in our very Conception, and 
is bred up with us; It difcovers it ſelf, as 
we diſcover the uſe of our Reaſon, and we are 
as tender of it, as we are of our very Fleſh ; 
So that it will be in us, while we are Unrege- 
nerate. But I have explain d the venenum Ser- 
pentis in a former Exerciſe. 


By Spirit is meant, not the Soul, nor the 
Mind, or underſtanding Faculty, the leading 
Power in Man; nor Conſcience, the Cha- 


racer of the Reaſonable Creature, 
L But 


)) 


But by Spirit is meant the Spirit of Chriſt 
fan&ifying che Man, and dwelling in him thro? 
the Word of God; working a Divine Nature, 
wherein is the Seed of all Grace, piercing ſo 
effectually in its Operation, that it leavens the 
whole Man; ſpreading its celeſtial Virtue with 
ſuch Vigour and Force, that it ſways the 
and diſpoſeth the Man in all his Actions, with 

Perſcycrance and Conſtancy to preſs forward, 
until he attain his happy End. Surely ſuch 
a Man is born again, not of corruptible Seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God 
which liveth and abideth for ever. 1 Pet. i. 23. 


The Spirit in Renewing unites to Chrift: 
And this Union is Spiritual, not phyſical; not 
Moral alone, not Perſonal at all, 4 Kan 


The Spirit in true Believers, ſo uniteth them 
to Chriſt, that Chriſt and They are one Spirit, 
as Man and Wife are one Fleſh 3 Ens Relatio- 
nis eſt Ens Unionis. Wn 


| Now this is to be underſtood of the Holy Hi · 
rit, as He is the Anointing, wherewith Chriſt 
is anointed, even Jeſus Chriſt, not confider'd, as 
Ile is the Son of God Simply and Abfolutely ;— 
But as He is the Chriſt, God- man; and where» 
with from Chriſt, that Holy One, they 
are Anointed. The Work is the Work of the 
Third Perſon ;-—— But not a Work that makes 
a Perſonal Union of chem to the Holy Ghoſt, 


Let Us, by our Lives and Converſations, 
make infallible Proof, that Chxiſt is Ours . 
an 
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and that God the Father has fo loved Us, as to 
ſend. his ows Son, to be our Propitiation, and 
that He became Fleſh, became Sin for Us, to 
be our Righteouſneſs, our Redemption: If the 
Spirit of the Fatber and the Son hath thus ta- 
ken Poſſeſſion of Us, to ſhed abroad the Fa- 
ther's Love into, and ſprinkle the Son's Blood 
upon our Hearts z—— If it be fo, it may be 
known, *by the happy Conſequences in the 
Courſe of our outward Lives. 


So it is, and fo it hath been, and for ought 


1 ſee; for ever will be in this World 


that. even among Chriftians, who profeſs the 
true Religion, there are two Sorts, ſome that 
walk after the Fleſh, contrary to their Bap- 
tiſm and Profeſſion; and ſome (Bleſſed be God) 


that walk after the Spirit, and not after the 
Fleſh, 


When we have receiv'd the Spirit, we muſt 
keep our Hearts intent upon the Duties we 
owe Him, ſo ſhall we be order'd aright ; and 
be enabled to avoid all Sin, — and to expreſs 
the Virtue of his Communion, and manifeſt 
his gracious Preſence dwelling in, and reſting 
on Us. And becaute there are many ways 
of ſinning againſt the Spirit, which are the 
more dangerous, becauſe not diſcern'd by the 
Men of the World; — therefore leſt any 
ſhould fail of the Grace of God, take heed of 


neglecting or deſpiſing the Mord, and the means 
of Grace, which have the Promiſe of the 


Spirit. 


+ 


Permit. 
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Permit not . to ruffle or diſcompoſe 
your Spirit, leſt you ſhould loſe your plea- 
ſant gracious Frame; I mean, a Heart {« ing 
the Edification of others, full of Love 
Goodnels, ; joyful in the Lord Jeſus, full of 
Prayer and Thankfulnets ; all which nou- 
riſh the Gifts, Graces and Motions of the Bleſ- 
{ed Spirit; —— And whereſoever we 
them ſtirring, in our ſelves or others, by all 
means blow up that holy Fire; — yet bring 
every thing to the Touchſtone of the Word: 
and then be tenacious of that which is good. 


The Spirit is like Fire, which conſumeth 
Stubble, and purifies Metals, of vehement and 
23 acting to make all things like it ſelf. 

o the Spirit burneth out our Luſts, and puri- 


fies the Soul; It giveth Light of Know- 
ledge, and Heat of Zeal. 


The Spirit is like the holy Fire which came 
down from Heaven upon the Altar, which the 
Prieſts by Office were to keep in, that it might 
never go out, Shall we quench the Spirit. 
without which there is neither light nor heat 
of ſaving Good? Shall we, that are a Spiri- 
tual Prieſthood, let this heavenly Fire go out, 
for want of ſtiring it up, and fuelling it? 
His Workings of a leſſer and lower de 
than of Renewing Grace may be utterly ex- 
tinguiſhed ; and He may depart wholly ;— 
as trom Saul, | 


Live 
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Live inwardly in che Spirit, in the Streng — 


4 the Graces, and in the Comforts of the 
y Ghoſt, —aand upon the — ng gr 
and precious Promiſes of the Goſpe quic 


ed __ your Heart, by the holy's Spit: 


But when the Faith of the Goſpel 
pos d, and Contentions ariſe, then we cn we ought 
to: ſtrive (together with all the faithful 3 
the Adverſaries thereof, ever taking the Goſ- 
pebs part; Vet always preſervin the Unity 
of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the 
Son of God in his Goſſ el, which * One, 


and the ſame Word Trurh, 
* Truth, uniting us in 
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T.O W , ſhould follow ſome , — 

or Inferences . But I, nat educ ed, 
” make Sermons, don't underſtand: the Mes 
thod: However in lieu thereof, III. 55850 
you with Two Characters, One.of. 55 Na 855 
ral the 1 5 of the Spiritual 95 
that theſe two ſorts of Chriſtians, Ko dy 
and the Spiritual, the truę and falſe may k E 
Themſelves : "And ben the Fleſh is th e 
elder Brother in this World, He ſhall havethe 


Honea be ſpoken of in the firſt place. 


If there be nothing but Natilie, and that 
which.is natural; then be ſure the Fleſh rei ust 
For we are firſt in the Fleſh, 93 that W ich 
is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, and jt can never 
riſe higher, than the Compaſs of its own P wil 
ciple, it can neyer get up to br f 
are above; becauſe there 5 nothing but ib, 
unleſs we be born again of the Spirit. 


% 


* 


There is nothing but Fleſh and Nature, 
where the Spirit by the Goſpel hath wrought 
no happy, thorough Change, When we never 
received any further TR" of the Spirit, thai 


— 


{ $2) 2 
that of the Spirit of Bondage, and yet con- 
clude we have repented, and that our State is 

ood; —— whereas. by the Law we ſhould. be 
5 to the Faith of Chriſt in the Goſpel, 
which having changed and made us anew, we 
ſhould live to God, and have no Confidence in 
the Fleſh any more; and ſeek not after Man's 


Righteouneſs, whether of our own Works, 
or of the Works of the Law. 


If the love of the World be in us, thence 
will ſpring forth the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, with 
Edicts and Commands from the Fleſh, calling 
for our Obedience. Now if we find any Mo- 
95 in our Members yielding us to obey the 
Spirit of the World, we prove its Sovetei 
over us, and confirm this undeniable Truth, 
his Servants we are, to. whom we obey. 


If we ſpend our Days in making Proviſion 
for our corrupt Nature, ſo that On, dl . 
rule, and what is profitable and pleaſurable hath 
the ſtroak with us, and not what is honeſt, 
- righteous and godly :=— When we are lovers 
of Pleaftre, more than of God, minding earth- 
ly Things, having our Souls ty'd down, to our 
Senſes; then er M iſdom is carthly and ſen- 
ſual,.—— and alſo devilliſh. Se 


If carnal Principles, Reaſonings and Objections 
ior Faith and Holineſs, which are the ſtrong 
Holds and Fortifications of the Fleſh ftand un- 

demoliſhed, there the Fleſh reigns : = But 

when theſe Inworks are taken and * 

| e 
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the Fleſh is diſmantled and led Captive; — | 
but not till then. He, whoſe Heart is alie- 
nated from the Life of God, - (a Life in which 


God is ſeen, and in which it is evident the 


Man hath ſeen and known God in Chriſt, as 
He hath reveal'd himſelf in his Word) He is 
an Adverſary to the Goſpel, and glad of an Oc- 
caſion to ſpeak: reproachfully : — For He, 
whoſe Heart cannot cloſe with the Power 
Godlineſs, is in a great degree under the Pow- 
er of Heatheniſm. 


I mall now deſcribe unto you a Natural Man: 


He is One, of fine Parts, well-temper'd, and 
well-bred 3 perhaps ingenious and witty, — 
and leads his Life civil, moral, and honeſt, with 
a fairneſs in his Dealings. So that in his 
7 Courſe, He may be eſteemed among 

n upright and blameleſs, according to his 
natural — acquir'd Light :>— Yet He leads 
his Life as if his Eternity and beſt Good were 
in this preſent World; His Height and Glory 
is to be Humane and Rational, or Learned and 
Philoſophical ;-——and it may be, Devout too, 
in the way of Religion, which his own Heart 
chuſeth, or which the People he lives withal 
chuſe for him, whoſe Favour he hunts after, 
with an Eye to his worldly Profit, Pleaſure 
and Honour; ever nouriſhing One, or more 
manifeſt Works of the Fleſh, unto which his 
Heart is true: So that, notwithſtanding All, 
He is a voluntary Captive to the Prince of 
Darkneſs, taking Delight to fill his Soul with 
the Loves of this * d, and to walk in Dark- 

2 n 
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neſs, without any Spiritual diſcerning, tho He 
be under the Goſpel-light, and has à Day of 
Viſitation: Yer He ſleeps on in deep and dead 
Security, without any ORG to Spiritual 
ru 


Enquiries. Empty of ſaving th and Grace 
in — nverſation at beſt, is but 
light and vain, from the Vanity of his Mind, 
in which he takes Pleaſure; and thence he wall 


not be moved, for his Fathers and Forefathers 
did ſo before him. | 25 


- 


Oh the miſerable State of ſuch a One! how 
many ſuch are in the World, who bear the 
beſt of Names, which is Chriſtian. 


RE CORE A Spiritual Man. 


The Spiritual Man is One, who, being Re- 
generated and Sanctified by the Holy Gboſt, 
(who in that Work gives him a new Life, no 
leſs than Eternal Lite in its beginning, and 
comes into him to rule his Spirit, Soul and 
Body in the Power of the new Life received, ) 
this Man gives up himſelf unto the Mord, that 
he may be for ever under the government of 
the Bleſſed Spirit He dares not compaſs him- 
ſelf about with Sparks, nor walk in the Light 
of a Fire of his own, or of Man's kindling.— 
The Law. af God is in his Heart guiding his 
Steps, that none of them do flide : He is the 
Epiſtle of Chriſt, of the beſt Edition, written 
Jo fair, that it may be ſeen and read by Men. 
Grace in his, Heart is ſtampt upon his daily 
Courſe; ſo that from a good Treaſure With- 
in, he brings iorth good things. The 5 
R FI. ag an 
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and ſleep of others keeps him the more awake, 
and on his Watch and Ward. His Con- 
verſation is on high, as is his high and Hea- 
venly Calling, with the World under his Feet; 
and himſelf ſet above himſelf, tho? for a little 
while he dwells in an earthly Tabernacle, and 
treads upon the comman Mould. | 


He cannot abide Hypocriſy :——and loves no- 
thing below that Converſation, which the Grace 
of God in Chriſt teacheth.— He is paſſing on 
from Faithto Faith, from glorious Grace to glori- 
ous Grace, from Strength to Strength ; As 
One, called to Glory and Vertue; {ſpeeding 


his way through daily Mortifications and Cru- 
cifixions. | 


He walks in the Spirit, and ſo fulfils not 
the Luſts of the Fleſh '—— He walks not 
after the Fleſh, that he'may walk cloſely af- 
ter the Spirit Yet He, that walks after 
the Fleſh, knows not the Fleſh ſo well as He; 
"Tis that makes him avoid and paſs by; — 
He comes not near, but diſdains their Alleys ; 


for he hates the Garment ſpotted with the 
Fleſh. *: WO 


Fine Linen, clean and white, is his Cloath- 
ing, even the Righteouſneſs of the Saints, 
all wrought without Hands, as himſelf is. 
being the Workmanſhip of God in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, by the Spirit, in a New Creation. 


A DoFtore glorioſo, 2 Paſtore contentioſo, ab 
inutilibus Quæ ſtionibus, liberet Eccleflam ſuam 
Dominus. 

I ſhall 
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1 ſhall now kat this Treatiſe with a 
Poſtſcript, taken out of the Second Part of 
the Living Temple, Written by the Ever-me- 
morable Mr. FOHN' HOWE, M. A. and 
85 his Time, "4 of Maxdalen- College 
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RN was n ir ſelf fo nece/- 
am to the 2 
N Bl was only 

— EMMAN 
who, herein, becomes moſt — 
mate to us, and, in 20e fulleſt Senſe, 
admits to be 0 called; and was, 
therefore, neceſſary to be dine {by 
him.] Unleſs his ſo rich Suſficien- 


cy, and his End in ſelf, ſnould be 
loſt together. 3 


Thus far we have been ae 
ing the Temple * God marudually 


talen 


(8) 
taken as each Man, once become 
ſincerely good and pious, renew. 
ed, united with E MMANUE. 
1. e. with God in Chriſt, and ani- 


mated by his Spirit, may be him- 
ſelf a 2 . U to the moſt 


Hugh Cod. I 


Now” \ * ö % i 


1 1 now . on to treat of 
the External State of the Chriſtian 
urch, and of the whole Commu- 
ty f Chriſtians, who collectiwæly ta- 
len, and built upon the Houmdation 
of” the. Apoſtles and Prophets; Je- 
as Chriſt himſelf being the  objef 
Gorner-ſtone, in whom fitly framed 
and builded together; they: grow un- 
to an holy Temple + in the Lord; and 
are in this compacted ook an Ha- 
bitation of God the pn bo oO 1 

But this larger Subj ell, * Ower- 
Court of this Temple, is, 1 find, be- 

_ and overſpread with ſeratobing 


Bryars 


Bryars and Thorns. And for the 
ſacrtel Strutture it ſelf, ibo onber 
Foundation none can lay, than that i 
laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
iii. 11, Sc. Yer /ome are for ſu- 
perſtructing one thing, /ome ano- 
ther, ſome Gold, Se, precious 
Hones; others, Mood, Hay, '$tub- 
ble. I am, for my part, content, 
that every Mans Mort be made ma- 
niſeſt, when the Day ſhall declure it. 


Great Differences there have long 
been, and ſtill are about ſetting u 

(the wg) the Pinnacles, and a; 

joining certain Appendicles, which 
ſome have thought may innoceniiy 
and hecommegly belong to it. And 
very different Sextiments there have 
been about modiſf)ing the Services of 
zt. Some too are for garniſhing and 
adorning it ane way, ſome another. 
And too many agitate theſe little 
Differences, with ſo contentious Heats 
| M and 
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and Angers, as to evaporate the in- 
ward Spirit and Life,” and hazard 
the Conſumption of the: Holy Fabrick 
z ſelf, III- Willers look on with 
pleaſure, and do hope the violent 


 Convulſions which they behold, will 


tear the whole Frame in pieces, and 
ſay in their Hearts, down with it e- 
den to the Ground. But it is Built on 
a Rock, againſt which the. Gates of 
Hell can never prevail / 9 


It ought not to be doubted; but 
that there will yet be a time, of ſo 


copious an Effuſion of the Holy Spi- 


rit, as will invigorate it afreſh, and 
make it being up out of its maci- 
lent, wither'd State, into its primi- 


ride Livelineſs and Beauty. When 


it ſhall, according to the intended 
ſpirnual meaning, reſemble the ex- 
ternal Splendour of its ancient figure; 


Hon, the Perfection of Beauty; and 


ariſe and ſhine the Glory of the Lord 


I | being 


\ 


ä 
being riſen 18 it. But if before tliat 
time there be a Day that ſhall Br 
as an Oven, and make the Hemm. 
ſphere as one fiery. Vault; a Day 

wherein the jealous God ſhall plead 
againſt the Chriſtian Church fox its 
Lukewarmneſs and ſcandalous Cola 
neſs in the Matter of ſeribous /ubſtgn- 
tial Religion > and no leſs ſcanda- 
lous Heats and Fervours about trivi- 
al Formalities, with juſt {ndighation, 
and flames of conſuming Fus, then 
will the Sura and Hulle be biirnt 
up; and ſuch as were Aancere, tho? 
z00 intem upon ſuch little Trifles, 
be ſaved yet ſo as through fire. 


A twofold Effuſion we may ex- 
pect, of the Wrath, and of the Sp;- 
ru of God: The former to vindicate 
himſelf; the other to reform us. Then 
will this Temple no more be term'd 
Forſaken ; it will be actually and in 
fat, what in right it is always, Be- 

a. M 2 thel, 
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thel, The Houſe of God, and the Gate 
f Heaven. Pill then, little Pro- 
1 ſperity is to be hoped for in the 
1 | Ariftian. Church; Spiritual, without 
|} a large Communication of the Spirit, 
"0 it cannot have ; External (without 
i it) it cannot bear. It was a noted 
1 Pagan's Obſervation and Experi- 
L! ment, how incapable a Weak Mind 

| is of a proſperous State, Iu Heaven 
there will be no need of Afflictions: 

On Earth, the Diſtempers of Mens 

Minds do both ce and cauſo them. 

The Pride, Avarice, Envyings, Self- 

conceitedneſs; abounding each in 

their own Senſe, minding every one 
their own things, without regard to 
hae of another, an haughty confi- 
dence of being always in che right, 
with Contempt and hard Genſures 
of them that differ, ſpurning at the 

Royal Law of, Doing as one would: 

be done to ; of bearin g wh others, 

as one would be born with, evil Sur- 


miſings. 


miſings:TheImperiouſneſs of ſome; 
and 'Peeviſhneſs of others, to be 


found among them that bear the 
Chriſtian Name, will not let the 


Church, the Houſe of God, be in 


Peace, and deſerve that it ſhould. 
not; but that he ſhould let them 
alone to -puniſh themſelves, and 


one another. 


* 
1 5 
a 


But the nearer we approach, on 


Earth; to the Heavenly State, which 
only a more copious and general 


pouring forth of the Bleſſed Spirit 


will inter, the more capable we ſhall 


be of inward and outward Pruſperi. 


ty, both together. Then will, our 


Differences vaniſh of courſe. The 
External Pompouſneſs of the 
Church will be leſs ſtudied, the 
Life and Spirit of it much more Is 


and if I may expreſs my own ſenſe, 


as to this matter, it ſhould be in the 


words of a worthy Ancient, Viz. 
That 
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Foundation, becauſe of eircumſtan- 


. „„ 
Thar ſuppoſing an Option or Choice 
were left me, I would chooſe to have 
lived in a time when the Temples were 


Lu adbrned with'all forts'of Marbles, 


the Church not Being deſtituge of Hpi- 
ritual ET. IE: DT: 


In the mean time, till thoſe hap- 


pier Days come, wherein Chriſtians 
thall be of one Heart and one Way. 


They that can attain ſo far to bear 


one anothers yet remamme Differ- 
eaces: And ſince it is impoſſible for 
all to worſhip together within the 


Walls of the ſame material Temple, 
that they chooſe ordinarily to do it, 


where they obſerve the neareſt Ap- 


proach to God's own Rule and Pa- 
term; and where, upon Experience, 


they find moſt of Spiritual Advan- 


tage and Edification, not deſpiſing, 


much leſs paganizing thoſe that are 
built, with them, upon the ſame 


tial 


[ | 


- JT 
tial Diſagreements; nor making 
meer Crrenmſtances, not preſcribed 
by Chriſt himſelf, the Meaſures, and 


Boundaries of Chriſtian Commumiom, 
or any thing elſe that Chriſt hath not 
made ſo. That abhor to ſay. (ex- 


cluſively) Chriſt is here, or there, 


ſo as to deny him to be army where 
elſe; or to confine his Preſence to 
this, or that Party; or to a Temple 
ſo or ſo modify'd, by no Direction 


from himſelf; or if any thorough 
miſtake, or the prejudices, of ,Edu+ - 


cation and Converſe, be of zarrow- 
er Minds, and will refuſe our Com- 
munion, unleſs we will embrace 
zherrs upon ſuch Terms as to aban- 
don the Communion of all other Chriſs 
tiaus, that are 7 the ſame bots 


tom with our ſelves and them; that 


even ac to them we retain a Chari- 
table Hope, that our Bleſſed Lord 
will not therefore exclude them; 


becauſe, thorough their too intenſe 


Zeal 


2 
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„ Fo 

Zeal for the little things, whereof 
they have made their Partition-Mall, 

they exclude us. If again; we be 
not too poſitive, or too prone 
to diſpute about thoſe minute 
Matters, that have been controvert- 
ed by the moſt judicious and fin- 
cere Servants of our Lord, on the 
one hand, and the other, in former 
Days; and with little effect; as if 
we underſtood more than any of 
them, had engroſt all Knowledge, 
and Wiſdom were to die with us! 
And that with our Bolt, too ſud- 
denly ſhort, we could out- ſhoot all 
others that ever had gone before us. 
If our Minds be well furniſhed 
with Humility,Meekneſs, Modeſty, 

Sincerity, Love to God, and His 
Chriſt, and our Brethren, no other- 
wiſe diſtinguiſht, than by their viſi- 
ble avowed Relation to him: This 
will conſtitute us ſuch Temples, as 
whereunto the Bleſſed God will ne- 

VET 


(5). 


ver refuſe his. Preſence. . And do 
more to keep the Chriſtian Church in 


a tolerable good Hate, till the wνν 
viola, the Times of Reſtumion come, 


than the moſt fervent Diſputations 


E 
And ſo ſhall I take leave of his 


Subjett, in hope that, through the 
Bleſſing of God, it may be of uſe to 


ſome that ſhall allow themſelves to 
read and conſider it. Requeſting 


only ſuch as are weary of omg as. 


without God in the World, that they 
defer not to invite, and admit the 
Divine Preſence; till they lee all a- 
greed about every little thing that 


elongs to his Temple, or may be. 


thought to belong to it, but reſolve 


upon what is plain and great, and. 


which all that are Serious, that have 
any Regard tc God, or their own E- 
verlaſting Well-being, cannot but 


agree in, 2. e. frchvid to lift up the 
Everlaſting Doors that the King of 
a N Glory 
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„ 
Zeal for the little things, whereof 
they have made their Partition- Mall, 
they exclude us. If again; we be 
not too poſitive, or too prone 
to diſpute about thoſe minute 
Matters, that have been controvert- 
ed by the moſt judicious and ſin- 
cere Servants of our Lord, on the 
one hand, and the other, in former 
Days; and with little effect; as if 
we underſtood more than any of 
them, had engroſt all Knowledge, 
and Wiſdom were to die with us! 
And that with our Bolt, too ſud- 
denly ſhort, we could out- ſhoot all 
others that ever had gone before us. 
If our Minds be well furniſhed 
with Humility, Meekneſs, Modeſty, 
Sincerity, Love to God, and His 
Chriſt; and our Brethren, no other- 
wiſe diſtinguiſht, than by their viſi- 
ble avowed Relation to him: This 
will conſtitute us ſuch Temples, as 
whereunto the Bleſſed God will ne- 
ver 


r * 
ver refuſe his Preſence. And do 
more to keep the Chriſtian Church in 
a tolerable good State, till the wary: 
yiveoiay the Times of Reſtitution come, 
than the moſt fervent Diſputations 
F/ d 
And ſo ſhall I take leave of bis 
Subjef, in hope that, through the 
Bleſſing of God, it may be of uſe to 
ſome that ſhall allow c to 
read and conſider it. Requeſting 
only ſuch as are weary of Ling as 
without God in the World, that they 
defer not to invite, and admit the 
Divine Preſence; till they ſee all a- 
greed about every little thing that 
elongs to his Temple, or may be 
thought to belong to it, but reſolve 
upon what is plam and great, and 
which all that are Serious, that have 
any Regard tc God, or their own E- 
verlaſting Well-being, cannot but 
agree in, 1. e. forthwith to /fz up the 
Everlaſting Doors that the King of 
2 Glory 
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Glory may come in. Do it without 
Delay, or Diſputation: Let others 


dif pute little Punctiliqs uuih one an- 
other, as they pleaſe; but do not you 
Gilpute this grand Point with him, 


Look to EMMANUEL; conſi- 


der Him in the ſeveral Capacities, 
and in all the Accompliſhments, 
Performances, Acquiſitions, 


which He is ſo admirably fitted to 
bring it about, that God may have 
his Temple in your Breaſt. Will 


you defeat ſo kind, and ſo glorious 


a Deſign? Behold, or liſten, Doth 


be not fland at the Door, and knock? 


Rev. iii. 20. 


Conſider ,as Exemplary ,the Tem- 
per of the Royal Pſalmiſt, how. he 
ſware---- bow he vowed---- I will not 
come into the Tabernacle of my Houſe, 
or go up intomy Bed; I will nat groe 
Sleep to my Eyes, nor $ lumber to my 


for the Lord, an Habitatiom for the 
mighty 


yer lids, till I haue found out = 


('99-') 4 
migbiy Cad. Pſal. cxxxii. Vours is 
Buſineſs of leſs Inquiſition, leſs Ex- 
ace! His Temple 2610 be within you. 
ment,” O bitterly Lament, the 
common Caſe, that he may look 
thorough a whole World of Intelli- 
gent Creatures, and findeveryBrealt, 
 *till he open, ſhut up againſt him! 
All agreeing to exclude their molt 
gracious rightful Lord, chuſing ra- 
ther to live deſolate without him! 
The Preparation, or prepared 
Manſion, is a penitent, purged wil- 
ling Heart! Fall down and adore 
this moſt Admirable and Conde- 
ſcending Grace; that the High and 
Lofty ONE, who. mbabis Eternity, 
who having made a World, and 
Surveying the Work of his own 
Hands, enquires, Where ſhall he my 
Houſe, and the Place of my Ref? 
and thus reſolves it himſelf ; The 
humble, broken, contrite Heart! 
There, there, 1 will dwell ! 


If 


| == 7 If you þ 
= him, 

_ _—_ _ Vlake yep " ſo: 
8 its Suitableneſs,”- Tis 175 oh 3 
bs his own J// orkmanſhip. The "1 
| == .»Regenerate New Creature, He him- 
F Ea £MMANU EP, hath pro> 
we - card, and prepar'd it, knowing 
= what would | e moſt orateful, molt . 
” © agreeable to him. To the moſtex- 
aalen Mejefy, the moſt Profetnd, | 
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1 5 Tp Upon this Conſurnmative Af, the 
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5 Dedicaring of this Temple, I might 
3 * here fitly enlarge; but having pub- 


lt a Biſcoumſt᷑ already ſome Years 
=: . ago; under this Tine o.. 
Wo * ELF-DEDICATI ON he Fa 


_— 


And becauſe this muſt be a £3 ng 


* 
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1 Temple; there is alſo another extant, 
upon theſe Worth * Yield your - ſelver. 


8 God, as thoſe" that are alive N 
E 
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